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Investing in Progress
This year, the Alberta Cancer Foundation was able to make transformational progress by 
strategically investing donor dollars in cutting-edge cancer research, treatment, screening, 
prevention and care programs across the province. See below how your dollars are at work 
right here at home, making you a powerful part of Alberta’s cancer-free movement:

Healthcare leader Sanofi  Canada and the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation partnered on an innovative 
provincial colorectal cancer surveillance research 
program. The goal of the program is to identify 
the best way to achieve 90 per cent adherence 
to patients’ follow-up guidelines capturing 
recurrences when a cure is still possible. Sanofi  
Canada invested $105,000 to support the 
research program over the next three years. 
The Alberta Cancer Foundation contributed 
$175,000 to support the analysis of data from the 
surveillance research at both the Cross Cancer 
Institute and the Tom Baker Cancer Centre.

A dream team of the country’s top minds in 
brain cancer research are harnessing their talent 
and technologies to fi nd new treatments for 
glioblastoma, the most common and deadly 
form of brain cancer affecting 2,600 Canadians 
annually. Based in Calgary, Dr. Gregory 
Cairncross, Alberta Cancer Foundation Chair 
in Brain Tumour Research will lead the study 
made possible by an $8.2 million investment 
from the Alberta Cancer Foundation, Terry Fox 
Research Institute (TFRI), Alberta Innovates–
Health Solutions, and other partners from 
across Canada.

Working in collaboration with the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation, the Bird Dogs for Prostate Cancer 
Research provided the funding to support the 
recruitment of Dr. John Lewis as the inaugural 
Frank and Carla Sojonky Chair in Prostate Cancer 
Research. The Bird Dogs’ fundraising efforts, 
matched by the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
resulted in a $14 million transformational gift 
that will support Dr. Lewis’ lines of investigation, 
which include developing a blood test for prostate 
cancer and fi nding a method to use nanoparticles 
as the delivery agent for cancer drugs.

A relative newcomer to the fi eld of cancer 
research, molecular epidemiology promises to 
increase our understanding of how environmental 
and genetic risk factors impact the development 
of cancer at the molecular level and contribute to 
the growth, or as the case may be, the prevention 
of the disease. Dr. Hans Vogel was named the 
Lance Armstrong Chair in Molecular Cancer 
Epidemiology funded by the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation and the University of Calgary.

The Cross Cancer Institute is home to a world-
class tumour bank holding thousands of priceless 
specimens accessible to researchers across the 
province and the world that will contribute to 
future research productivity. One example of the 
tumour bank’s importance came when a team 
that included the Cross Cancer Institute’s Dr. 
Sambasivaro Damaraju and Dr. John Mackey 
decoded the complex genetic makeup of the 
hard-to-treat, deadliest form of breast cancer 
paving the way for developing new drugs 
and more effective treatments. The study was 
published in the prestigious journal “Nature”. 

A new generation PET/CT scanner at Edmonton’s 
Cross Cancer Institute will be the fi rst scanner of 
its type in Canada and one of a handful in North 
America. Capable of providing high resolution 
images, the PET/CT scanner is a valuable early 
detection tool in spotting much smaller tumours 
than currently possible, which is vital in impacting 
the course of cancer. The new scanner also allows 
four times as many people to be screened each day. 

In the last year, 7,500 Patient Journals created 
by the Alberta Cancer Foundation have been 
distributed as gifts to newly diagnosed patients 
in cancer centres across the province, providing 
a centralized place to document and manage 
their cancer journey.

The Alberta Cervical Cancer Screening Program 
is being expanded to include 680,000 more 
women due to a $900,000 investment by the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation, ensuring higher 
screening rates and better outcomes for those 
at risk of developing cancer. The program 
encourages women across the province aged 
21 to 69 to be screened, mails them their Pap 
test results and reminds them of overdue tests.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation invested 
$634,934 in trainee and fellowship 
programs, training the next generation 
of bright minds. Grants to support 
cutting-edge research range from breast 
to brain cancer and include studies in 
radiotherapy, lymphoma, DNA repair and 
beyond. Among these awards, the Fred C. 
Coles Cancer Research Fellowship which 
supports the top ranking post doctoral 
fellow is a new award in 2011-2012. 

Newly diagnosed cancer patients and those 
living with cancer now have access to patient 
navigators dedicated to easing their cancer 
journey thanks in part to $643,579 in support from 
the Alberta Cancer Foundation. Other partners, 
like Syncrude Canada with a $150,000 donation 
to Fort McMurray‘s Northern Lights Regional 
Health Centre, have contributed to the program 
to extend its reach across the province. 

The Alberta Cancer Foundation invested 
$2.5 million into the Alberta Cancer Clinical 
Research Unit which supports 2,000 Albertans 
who are currently participating in more than 200 
clinical trials around the province, spanning all 
cancer types. In fact, Alberta leads Canada in 
clinical trial participation with 11 per cent of new 
cancer patients taking part in a trial compared to 
the national average of seven per cent. As well 
as supporting pharmaceutical clinical trials, the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation also enables clinical 
research through national cooperative group 
studies and research initiated by the clinical 
researchers themselves.

Patients in need during cancer treatment 
accessed the Alberta Cancer Foundation’s 
Patient Financial Assistance Program 3348 
times for a total of $757,322.

$14 million

$1.3 million 

7,500 Patient Journals

4x more 
people scanned each day

680,000
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$634,934 
investment in trainee 
& fellowship programs

$643,579

$757,322
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World-class
tumor bank

Cancer surveillance 
research program

The Alberta Cancer Foundation supplied $235,000 
towards the debut of a new ocular brachytheraphy 
program to be run out of the Cross Cancer Institute, 
a fi rst for Western Canada. It means that patients with 
a rare form of eye cancer, no longer need to leave 
Alberta for care, or risk losing an eye unnecessarily. 

$235,000 

+

11%
11 per cent of new 
cancer patients in Alberta 
are taking part in clinical 
 trials compared to  the 
national average of 7 per cent
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Central Alberta (Red Deer), Grande Prairie, 
Jack Ady Cancer Centre (Lethbridge), 
Margery E. Yuill Cancer Centre,
(Medicine Hat)

Community Cancer Centres
Barrhead, Bonnyville, Bow Valley, 
Camrose, Drayton Valley, Drumheller,
High River, Hinton, Lloydminster,
Fort McMurray, Peace River
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The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed to implementing the highest ethical 
standards of fundraising. We work hard to ensure as much of our donor dollars as possible 
go to our goal of a cancer-free future. Every fundraising program we undertake is carefully 
reviewed and we are responsible stewards of the resources entrusted to us. Our goal is to 
focus our investments to ensure we drive real impacts on cancer rates, incidence, treatment 
and quality of life for Albertans.

Our audited fi nancial statements demonstrate that:

• we disbursed $28.3 million to research, care, prevention and screening

• our total fundraising costs were 27 per cent

•  our return on investment was 64 per cent, well within the Canada Revenue Agency’s 
acceptable range

• our administration costs are nine per cent

Revenue from Fundraising and Net Investment 
Income in 2012 totaled $37.8 million.

Fundraising and Net Investments Income
Fundraising revenue comes from donors supporting the Alberta Cancer Foundation in 
numerous ways: one-time gifts, legacy gifts, monthly commitments, hosting an event, 
participating in an event, direct mail donations and more. Investment income, or growth 
on investments donors have made in the past, ensure a gift has impact over a longer 
period of time (Graph 1 provides a breakdown of sources of revenue).

Fundraising Costs
The costs associated with donations vary depending on the method of giving. Direct 
donations that come to the Alberta Cancer Foundation without solicitation have few costs 
associated with them. Donations through an Alberta Cancer Foundation Challenge Event, 
such as the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer or the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers, have a higher portion that goes to the cost of inviting and supporting 
participants and donors. These events, which involve thousands of Albertans who may 
otherwise not have donated, raise transformational amounts of dollars that account for as 
much as one-third of the investment in cancer programs the Alberta Cancer Foundation 
makes each year.

Total Administration Expenses
The Alberta Cancer Foundation works hard to maximize effi ciency while supporting all 17 of 
Alberta’s cancer centres. Administration expenses of nine per cent include space and equipment, 
salaries for administrative staff and our investments in awareness and public engagement.

Lotteries
The Cash and Cars and More lottery is not charitable fundraising, but over 12 years has made 
it possible for the Alberta Cancer Foundation to invest a net $11.1 million in progress toward a 
cancer-free future.

Use of Funds
See Graph 2 for breakdown of the disbursements of funds.

Foundation fund balances represent resources on hand at our fi scal year end (March 31, 2012) 
held for future support and to sustain future operations. Total resources as of year-end were 
$114.5M.

Endowments ensure a donor investment grows and provides support over a longer period 
of time. Alberta Cancer Foundation endowments are a critical source of sustained support for 
research helping to ensure top researchers choose to work in Alberta.

Restricted funds have been designated for specifi c projects.

Unrestricted funds are those available for the area of greatest need.

Capital assets include equipment and furnishings for day-to-day operations of the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation. 

2012 Use of Funds $28.3 million in 
research, prevention, and enhanced care 
plus endowment building of $0.8 million.

2012 
Fundraising & Net 
Investment Income breakdown

Three-year Summary of Investments for the Future (in $millions)

2012 
Use of Funds breakdownFinancial Highlights 2012 Statement of revenue, expenses and fund balances 

For the year ended March 31 2012 2011 2010

Fundraising and Investments (in $thousands)

Fundraising & Net Investment Income $ 37,771 $ 38,565 $ 30,687 

Fundraising Costs 10,315 9,655 11,605 

Net Fundraising & Investments 27,456 28,910 19,082 

Fundraising costs / revenues 27% 25% 38%

Administration Expenses

Operating Expenses 2,370 2,311 1,832 

Awareness & Public Engagement 995 831 687 

Total Administration Expenses 3,365 3,142 2,519 

Administration Expenses / Revenues 9% 8% 8%

Total Net Fundraising / Invest Revenue 24,091 25,768 16,563 

% Net Fundraising to Total Revenue 64% 67% 54%

Other Revenues

Lotteries, net 752 539 834 

Grants Received / Returned Grants 495 16,237 0 

Net revenue before use of funds 25,338 42,544 17,397 

Use of Funds 

Research 21,115 22,593 8,566 

Prevention & Screening 2,460 936 850 

Enhanced Care 3,971 2,905 1,771 

Endowment 819 2,839 918 

Total Use before Future Commitments & Endowments 28,365 29,273 12,105 

(Used from prior funds held) / Held for Future 
Commitments, incl Endowments

(3,027) 13,271 5,292 

25,338 42,544 17,397 

Thanks to donors like you
Thank you, Albertans. Over the last year more than 200,000 volunteers, participants, 
sponsors, and donors helped fund progress toward a cancer-free future, allowing us to 
invest $28.3 million across the province. Here’s how we raised it:

 $1.19
million

 $5.03 
million

 $ 2.6
 million

 $8.6
million   

 $3.2 
 million

$3.2 million by more than 
26,000 donors through mail 
campaigns, online gifts and 
monthly contributions.

39 Albertans left a legacy 
for future generations 
through planned gifts and 
estate gifts totaling more 
than $1.8 million. 

$1.19 million from 
nearly 12,000 memorial 
gifts to honour loved 
ones lost to cancer.

$5.03 million by thousands of 
Albertans who participated in 
nearly 400 community events 
across the province. 

$1.5 million from the 12th 
Annual Cash, Cars & More 
Lottery, bringing in a total of 
over $21.5 million since 2000.

1,263 participants, crew members, and volunteers and more than 20,000 individual 
donors generated $2.6 million in the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers. In seven years, the Weekend raised an incredible $8.1 million 
towards innovative research and screening programs like two state-of-the-art digital 
mammography screening units that offer greater accessibility for more than 25,000 
women in over 100 rural Alberta communities each year. 

 $8.47
million  

$8.47 million in gifts 
from more than 150 
individual and corporate 
philanthropists. 

2,537 participants undressed to impress in the 5th annual Calgary and Edmonton 
Underwear Affairs. Runners and walkers grinned and bared all to raise more than 
$1.5 million for research impacting prostate, colorectal, ovarian, cervical, testicular, 
bladder and uterine cancers. The event also aimed to get people talking about 
“below the waist” cancers by encouraging screenings and early diagnosis. 

400 movers and shakers, along with one Richard Simmons and 800 pink 
shoelaced-sneakers grooved, grinned and (at times) grimaced their way through 
six hours of fi tness during the inaugural Bust a Move for Breast Health. This 
exercise extravaganza raised nearly $400,000 for an innovative breast cancer 
research project at Edmonton’s Cross Cancer Institute that will make an impact on 
breast health for women across the province. 

200 kms cycled in 2 days through the Rockies by 2,280 participants, including 
112 team Enbridge riders, and along with nearly 50,000 individual donors raised 
$8.6 million in the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. Alberta’s largest cycling 
fundraiser has generated a three-year event total of over $25.3 million towards a 
cancer-free future. 

$1.8 
million

$1.9
million

$400
thousand

$1.5
million

Net Investment Income 4.1M

Special Events 18.8M

Individual Philanthropy 14.9M

millions
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Research 74%
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Complete audited fi nancial statements are available online at albertacancer.ca

It is because of committed support in 2011-12 
from individual donors, event organizers and 
participants, that we are able to make this vision 
possible. Last year alone we invested $28.3 million 
in care, prevention, screening and research across 
the province, for a total of nearly $110 million over 
the last fi ve years. As the largest single funder 
of research in Alberta, we invest more than an 
average $15 million a year to support world-class 
cancer researchers.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed 
to making sure that the money we invest has a 
transformational impact on the things that are 
important to Albertans—earlier detection of 
cancer, better treatments, better survival rates and 
better quality of life. More than 2,000 Albertans 
are also participating in more than 200 clinical 
trials across the province spanning all cancer types 
that will evaluate effectiveness of future ways to 
prevent, diagnose, treat, or manage cancer.  

New technologies and the pace of discovery 
are leading us towards personalized medicine 
that will reduce side effects and help more people 
survive. Investment in clinical and translational 
research, medical imaging and biobanking 
continues to increase. The year was also marked 
by a number of research highlights and treatment 
breakthroughs that you can read about in 
this report.

Our focused approach to research investment 
will be increasingly driven by the potential for 
better patient outcomes, high clinical impact, and 
scientifi c quality. 

Throughout Alberta, the funds we raised gave 
those newly diagnosed and living with cancer 
access to patient navigators, a valuable resource 

in easing the complex cancer journey. Your 
dollars allowed us to deliver 7500 Alberta Cancer 
Foundation Patient Journals to people newly 
diagnosed with cancer, allowing them to manage 
their care. We also helped patients and families in 
fi nancial need during treatment—in 2011/12 we 
dispersed more than $750,000 for expenses such 
as medication, accommodation and food. 

Our Report to Donors refl ects the transformational 
impact the Alberta Cancer Foundation and our 
donors are making right here in Alberta. We value 
integrity and know that by staying accountable 
and transparent, we are fulfi lling a steadfast 
commitment to our donors. Moving forward, we 
will continue to strive to improve effi ciency so your 
donations make an even greater impact.

Though we take great pride in our 
accomplishments this year, we know that we 
must continue to push the pace of discovery until 
Albertans can lead lives free from cancer. More 
people are living cancer free than ever before. 
Thank you for contributing to the outcomes that 
matter to Albertans: better cancer treatments 
and treatment outcomes, improved quality of life, 
enhanced survivorship and reduced incidence of 
cancer. We know something can be done about 
cancer and with you by our side, we will do it. 

Sincerely,

 Trustees

John Osler

Chair

Alberta Cancer Foundation

Dr. Dianne Kipnes
Vice Chair 
Clinical Psychologist 
Edmonton 

Leslie Beard
President
Leslie Beard Communications 
Edmonton 

Angela Boehm
Community Volunteer 
Calgary 

Heather Culbert
Community Volunteer 
Calgary 

Steven Dyck 
President 
Western Tractor 
Lethbridge 

John McDonald III 
Independent 
Management Consultant 
Edmonton 

Katie McLean 
Community Volunteer 

Calgary 

Dr. Brent Saik 
Optometrist 

Alberta Sports 
Vision Institute 
Sherwood Park 

Prem Singhmar 
Developer 

Sherwood Park 

Heather Watt 
Community Volunteer 

Edmonton 

Vern Yu 
Vice President

Head of Business 
Development

Enbridge Pipelines
Calgary 

Dr. Paul Grundy
Senior Vice President 

& Senior Medical Director
Alberta Health Services - 

Cancer Care 
(Non-Voting Member) 

Edmonton

2012

Myka Osinchuk
CEO

Alberta Cancer Foundation

At the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
we believe a cancer-free future is both 
possible and inevitable. When we get there 
depends on the focus and energy we apply to 
it today. It is our sincere privilege to thank 
you, our donors, for being such powerful 
partners in Alberta’s cancer-free movement.
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The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed to implementing the highest ethical 
standards of fundraising. We work hard to ensure as much of our donor dollars as possible 
go to our goal of a cancer-free future. Every fundraising program we undertake is carefully 
reviewed and we are responsible stewards of the resources entrusted to us. Our goal is to 
focus our investments to ensure we drive real impacts on cancer rates, incidence, treatment 
and quality of life for Albertans.

Our audited fi nancial statements demonstrate that:

• we disbursed $28.3 million to research, care, prevention and screening

• our total fundraising costs were 27 per cent

•  our return on investment was 64 per cent, well within the Canada Revenue Agency’s 
acceptable range

• our administration costs are nine per cent

Revenue from Fundraising and Net Investment 
Income in 2012 totaled $37.8 million.

Fundraising and Net Investments Income
Fundraising revenue comes from donors supporting the Alberta Cancer Foundation in 
numerous ways: one-time gifts, legacy gifts, monthly commitments, hosting an event, 
participating in an event, direct mail donations and more. Investment income, or growth 
on investments donors have made in the past, ensure a gift has impact over a longer 
period of time (Graph 1 provides a breakdown of sources of revenue).

Fundraising Costs
The costs associated with donations vary depending on the method of giving. Direct 
donations that come to the Alberta Cancer Foundation without solicitation have few costs 
associated with them. Donations through an Alberta Cancer Foundation Challenge Event, 
such as the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer or the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers, have a higher portion that goes to the cost of inviting and supporting 
participants and donors. These events, which involve thousands of Albertans who may 
otherwise not have donated, raise transformational amounts of dollars that account for as 
much as one-third of the investment in cancer programs the Alberta Cancer Foundation 
makes each year.

Total Administration Expenses
The Alberta Cancer Foundation works hard to maximize effi ciency while supporting all 17 of 
Alberta’s cancer centres. Administration expenses of nine per cent include space and equipment, 
salaries for administrative staff and our investments in awareness and public engagement.

Lotteries
The Cash and Cars and More lottery is not charitable fundraising, but over 12 years has made 
it possible for the Alberta Cancer Foundation to invest a net $11.1 million in progress toward a 
cancer-free future.

Use of Funds
See Graph 2 for breakdown of the disbursements of funds.

Foundation fund balances represent resources on hand at our fi scal year end (March 31, 2012) 
held for future support and to sustain future operations. Total resources as of year-end were 
$114.5M.

Endowments ensure a donor investment grows and provides support over a longer period 
of time. Alberta Cancer Foundation endowments are a critical source of sustained support for 
research helping to ensure top researchers choose to work in Alberta.

Restricted funds have been designated for specifi c projects.

Unrestricted funds are those available for the area of greatest need.

Capital assets include equipment and furnishings for day-to-day operations of the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation. 

2012 Use of Funds $28.3 million in 
research, prevention, and enhanced care 
plus endowment building of $0.8 million.

2012 
Fundraising & Net 
Investment Income breakdown

Three-year Summary of Investments for the Future (in $millions)

2012 
Use of Funds breakdownFinancial Highlights 2012 Statement of revenue, expenses and fund balances 

For the year ended March 31 2012 2011 2010

Fundraising and Investments (in $thousands)

Fundraising & Net Investment Income $ 37,771 $ 38,565 $ 30,687 

Fundraising Costs 10,315 9,655 11,605 

Net Fundraising & Investments 27,456 28,910 19,082 

Fundraising costs / revenues 27% 25% 38%

Administration Expenses

Operating Expenses 2,370 2,311 1,832 

Awareness & Public Engagement 995 831 687 

Total Administration Expenses 3,365 3,142 2,519 

Administration Expenses / Revenues 9% 8% 8%

Total Net Fundraising / Invest Revenue 24,091 25,768 16,563 

% Net Fundraising to Total Revenue 64% 67% 54%

Other Revenues

Lotteries, net 752 539 834 

Grants Received / Returned Grants 495 16,237 0 

Net revenue before use of funds 25,338 42,544 17,397 

Use of Funds 

Research 21,115 22,593 8,566 

Prevention & Screening 2,460 936 850 

Enhanced Care 3,971 2,905 1,771 

Endowment 819 2,839 918 

Total Use before Future Commitments & Endowments 28,365 29,273 12,105 

(Used from prior funds held) / Held for Future 
Commitments, incl Endowments

(3,027) 13,271 5,292 

25,338 42,544 17,397 

Thanks to donors like you
Thank you, Albertans. Over the last year more than 200,000 volunteers, participants, 
sponsors, and donors helped fund progress toward a cancer-free future, allowing us to 
invest $28.3 million across the province. Here’s how we raised it:

 $1.19
million

 $5.03 
million

 $ 2.6
 million

 $8.6
million   

 $3.2 
 million

$3.2 million by more than 
26,000 donors through mail 
campaigns, online gifts and 
monthly contributions.

39 Albertans left a legacy 
for future generations 
through planned gifts and 
estate gifts totaling more 
than $1.8 million. 

$1.19 million from 
nearly 12,000 memorial 
gifts to honour loved 
ones lost to cancer.

$5.03 million by thousands of 
Albertans who participated in 
nearly 400 community events 
across the province. 

$1.5 million from the 12th 
Annual Cash, Cars & More 
Lottery, bringing in a total of 
over $21.5 million since 2000.

1,263 participants, crew members, and volunteers and more than 20,000 individual 
donors generated $2.6 million in the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers. In seven years, the Weekend raised an incredible $8.1 million 
towards innovative research and screening programs like two state-of-the-art digital 
mammography screening units that offer greater accessibility for more than 25,000 
women in over 100 rural Alberta communities each year. 

 $8.47
million  

$8.47 million in gifts 
from more than 150 
individual and corporate 
philanthropists. 

2,537 participants undressed to impress in the 5th annual Calgary and Edmonton 
Underwear Affairs. Runners and walkers grinned and bared all to raise more than 
$1.5 million for research impacting prostate, colorectal, ovarian, cervical, testicular, 
bladder and uterine cancers. The event also aimed to get people talking about 
“below the waist” cancers by encouraging screenings and early diagnosis. 

400 movers and shakers, along with one Richard Simmons and 800 pink 
shoelaced-sneakers grooved, grinned and (at times) grimaced their way through 
six hours of fi tness during the inaugural Bust a Move for Breast Health. This 
exercise extravaganza raised nearly $400,000 for an innovative breast cancer 
research project at Edmonton’s Cross Cancer Institute that will make an impact on 
breast health for women across the province. 

200 kms cycled in 2 days through the Rockies by 2,280 participants, including 
112 team Enbridge riders, and along with nearly 50,000 individual donors raised 
$8.6 million in the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. Alberta’s largest cycling 
fundraiser has generated a three-year event total of over $25.3 million towards a 
cancer-free future. 
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It is because of committed support in 2011-12 
from individual donors, event organizers and 
participants, that we are able to make this vision 
possible. Last year alone we invested $28.3 million 
in care, prevention, screening and research across 
the province, for a total of nearly $110 million over 
the last fi ve years. As the largest single funder 
of research in Alberta, we invest more than an 
average $15 million a year to support world-class 
cancer researchers.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed 
to making sure that the money we invest has a 
transformational impact on the things that are 
important to Albertans—earlier detection of 
cancer, better treatments, better survival rates and 
better quality of life. More than 2,000 Albertans 
are also participating in more than 200 clinical 
trials across the province spanning all cancer types 
that will evaluate effectiveness of future ways to 
prevent, diagnose, treat, or manage cancer.  

New technologies and the pace of discovery 
are leading us towards personalized medicine 
that will reduce side effects and help more people 
survive. Investment in clinical and translational 
research, medical imaging and biobanking 
continues to increase. The year was also marked 
by a number of research highlights and treatment 
breakthroughs that you can read about in 
this report.

Our focused approach to research investment 
will be increasingly driven by the potential for 
better patient outcomes, high clinical impact, and 
scientifi c quality. 

Throughout Alberta, the funds we raised gave 
those newly diagnosed and living with cancer 
access to patient navigators, a valuable resource 

in easing the complex cancer journey. Your 
dollars allowed us to deliver 7500 Alberta Cancer 
Foundation Patient Journals to people newly 
diagnosed with cancer, allowing them to manage 
their care. We also helped patients and families in 
fi nancial need during treatment—in 2011/12 we 
dispersed more than $750,000 for expenses such 
as medication, accommodation and food. 

Our Report to Donors refl ects the transformational 
impact the Alberta Cancer Foundation and our 
donors are making right here in Alberta. We value 
integrity and know that by staying accountable 
and transparent, we are fulfi lling a steadfast 
commitment to our donors. Moving forward, we 
will continue to strive to improve effi ciency so your 
donations make an even greater impact.

Though we take great pride in our 
accomplishments this year, we know that we 
must continue to push the pace of discovery until 
Albertans can lead lives free from cancer. More 
people are living cancer free than ever before. 
Thank you for contributing to the outcomes that 
matter to Albertans: better cancer treatments 
and treatment outcomes, improved quality of life, 
enhanced survivorship and reduced incidence of 
cancer. We know something can be done about 
cancer and with you by our side, we will do it. 

Sincerely,

 Trustees

John Osler

Chair

Alberta Cancer Foundation
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Clinical Psychologist 
Edmonton 

Leslie Beard
President
Leslie Beard Communications 
Edmonton 

Angela Boehm
Community Volunteer 
Calgary 

Heather Culbert
Community Volunteer 
Calgary 

Steven Dyck 
President 
Western Tractor 
Lethbridge 

John McDonald III 
Independent 
Management Consultant 
Edmonton 

Katie McLean 
Community Volunteer 

Calgary 

Dr. Brent Saik 
Optometrist 

Alberta Sports 
Vision Institute 
Sherwood Park 

Prem Singhmar 
Developer 

Sherwood Park 

Heather Watt 
Community Volunteer 

Edmonton 

Vern Yu 
Vice President

Head of Business 
Development

Enbridge Pipelines
Calgary 

Dr. Paul Grundy
Senior Vice President 

& Senior Medical Director
Alberta Health Services - 

Cancer Care 
(Non-Voting Member) 

Edmonton

2012

Myka Osinchuk
CEO

Alberta Cancer Foundation

At the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
we believe a cancer-free future is both 
possible and inevitable. When we get there 
depends on the focus and energy we apply to 
it today. It is our sincere privilege to thank 
you, our donors, for being such powerful 
partners in Alberta’s cancer-free movement.
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The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed to implementing the highest ethical 
standards of fundraising. We work hard to ensure as much of our donor dollars as possible 
go to our goal of a cancer-free future. Every fundraising program we undertake is carefully 
reviewed and we are responsible stewards of the resources entrusted to us. Our goal is to 
focus our investments to ensure we drive real impacts on cancer rates, incidence, treatment 
and quality of life for Albertans.

Our audited fi nancial statements demonstrate that:

• we disbursed $28.3 million to research, care, prevention and screening

• our total fundraising costs were 27 per cent

•  our return on investment was 64 per cent, well within the Canada Revenue Agency’s 
acceptable range

• our administration costs are nine per cent

Revenue from Fundraising and Net Investment 
Income in 2012 totaled $37.8 million.

Fundraising and Net Investments Income
Fundraising revenue comes from donors supporting the Alberta Cancer Foundation in 
numerous ways: one-time gifts, legacy gifts, monthly commitments, hosting an event, 
participating in an event, direct mail donations and more. Investment income, or growth 
on investments donors have made in the past, ensure a gift has impact over a longer 
period of time (Graph 1 provides a breakdown of sources of revenue).

Fundraising Costs
The costs associated with donations vary depending on the method of giving. Direct 
donations that come to the Alberta Cancer Foundation without solicitation have few costs 
associated with them. Donations through an Alberta Cancer Foundation Challenge Event, 
such as the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer or the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers, have a higher portion that goes to the cost of inviting and supporting 
participants and donors. These events, which involve thousands of Albertans who may 
otherwise not have donated, raise transformational amounts of dollars that account for as 
much as one-third of the investment in cancer programs the Alberta Cancer Foundation 
makes each year.

Total Administration Expenses
The Alberta Cancer Foundation works hard to maximize effi ciency while supporting all 17 of 
Alberta’s cancer centres. Administration expenses of nine per cent include space and equipment, 
salaries for administrative staff and our investments in awareness and public engagement.

Lotteries
The Cash and Cars and More lottery is not charitable fundraising, but over 12 years has made 
it possible for the Alberta Cancer Foundation to invest a net $11.1 million in progress toward a 
cancer-free future.

Use of Funds
See Graph 2 for breakdown of the disbursements of funds.

Foundation fund balances represent resources on hand at our fi scal year end (March 31, 2012) 
held for future support and to sustain future operations. Total resources as of year-end were 
$114.5M.

Endowments ensure a donor investment grows and provides support over a longer period 
of time. Alberta Cancer Foundation endowments are a critical source of sustained support for 
research helping to ensure top researchers choose to work in Alberta.

Restricted funds have been designated for specifi c projects.

Unrestricted funds are those available for the area of greatest need.

Capital assets include equipment and furnishings for day-to-day operations of the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation. 

2012 Use of Funds $28.3 million in 
research, prevention, and enhanced care 
plus endowment building of $0.8 million.

2012 
Fundraising & Net 
Investment Income breakdown

Three-year Summary of Investments for the Future (in $millions)

2012 
Use of Funds breakdownFinancial Highlights 2012 Statement of revenue, expenses and fund balances 

For the year ended March 31 2012 2011 2010

Fundraising and Investments (in $thousands)

Fundraising & Net Investment Income $ 37,771 $ 38,565 $ 30,687 

Fundraising Costs 10,315 9,655 11,605 

Net Fundraising & Investments 27,456 28,910 19,082 

Fundraising costs / revenues 27% 25% 38%

Administration Expenses

Operating Expenses 2,370 2,311 1,832 

Awareness & Public Engagement 995 831 687 

Total Administration Expenses 3,365 3,142 2,519 

Administration Expenses / Revenues 9% 8% 8%

Total Net Fundraising / Invest Revenue 24,091 25,768 16,563 

% Net Fundraising to Total Revenue 64% 67% 54%

Other Revenues

Lotteries, net 752 539 834 

Grants Received / Returned Grants 495 16,237 0 

Net revenue before use of funds 25,338 42,544 17,397 

Use of Funds 

Research 21,115 22,593 8,566 

Prevention & Screening 2,460 936 850 

Enhanced Care 3,971 2,905 1,771 

Endowment 819 2,839 918 

Total Use before Future Commitments & Endowments 28,365 29,273 12,105 

(Used from prior funds held) / Held for Future 
Commitments, incl Endowments

(3,027) 13,271 5,292 

25,338 42,544 17,397 

Thanks to donors like you
Thank you, Albertans. Over the last year more than 200,000 volunteers, participants, 
sponsors, and donors helped fund progress toward a cancer-free future, allowing us to 
invest $28.3 million across the province. Here’s how we raised it:

 $1.19
million

 $5.03 
million

 $ 2.6
 million

 $8.6
million   

 $3.2 
 million

$3.2 million by more than 
26,000 donors through mail 
campaigns, online gifts and 
monthly contributions.

39 Albertans left a legacy 
for future generations 
through planned gifts and 
estate gifts totaling more 
than $1.8 million. 

$1.19 million from 
nearly 12,000 memorial 
gifts to honour loved 
ones lost to cancer.

$5.03 million by thousands of 
Albertans who participated in 
nearly 400 community events 
across the province. 

$1.5 million from the 12th 
Annual Cash, Cars & More 
Lottery, bringing in a total of 
over $21.5 million since 2000.

1,263 participants, crew members, and volunteers and more than 20,000 individual 
donors generated $2.6 million in the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers. In seven years, the Weekend raised an incredible $8.1 million 
towards innovative research and screening programs like two state-of-the-art digital 
mammography screening units that offer greater accessibility for more than 25,000 
women in over 100 rural Alberta communities each year. 

 $8.47
million  

$8.47 million in gifts 
from more than 150 
individual and corporate 
philanthropists. 

2,537 participants undressed to impress in the 5th annual Calgary and Edmonton 
Underwear Affairs. Runners and walkers grinned and bared all to raise more than 
$1.5 million for research impacting prostate, colorectal, ovarian, cervical, testicular, 
bladder and uterine cancers. The event also aimed to get people talking about 
“below the waist” cancers by encouraging screenings and early diagnosis. 

400 movers and shakers, along with one Richard Simmons and 800 pink 
shoelaced-sneakers grooved, grinned and (at times) grimaced their way through 
six hours of fi tness during the inaugural Bust a Move for Breast Health. This 
exercise extravaganza raised nearly $400,000 for an innovative breast cancer 
research project at Edmonton’s Cross Cancer Institute that will make an impact on 
breast health for women across the province. 

200 kms cycled in 2 days through the Rockies by 2,280 participants, including 
112 team Enbridge riders, and along with nearly 50,000 individual donors raised 
$8.6 million in the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. Alberta’s largest cycling 
fundraiser has generated a three-year event total of over $25.3 million towards a 
cancer-free future. 

$1.8 
million

$1.9
million

$400
thousand

$1.5
million

Net Investment Income 4.1M

Special Events 18.8M

Individual Philanthropy 14.9M

millions

4.1

14.9

18.8

Research 74%

Enhanced Care 14%

Prevention & Screening 9%

Endowment Building 3%

%
14

9

74
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Complete audited fi nancial statements are available online at albertacancer.ca

It is because of committed support in 2011-12 
from individual donors, event organizers and 
participants, that we are able to make this vision 
possible. Last year alone we invested $28.3 million 
in care, prevention, screening and research across 
the province, for a total of nearly $110 million over 
the last fi ve years. As the largest single funder 
of research in Alberta, we invest more than an 
average $15 million a year to support world-class 
cancer researchers.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed 
to making sure that the money we invest has a 
transformational impact on the things that are 
important to Albertans—earlier detection of 
cancer, better treatments, better survival rates and 
better quality of life. More than 2,000 Albertans 
are also participating in more than 200 clinical 
trials across the province spanning all cancer types 
that will evaluate effectiveness of future ways to 
prevent, diagnose, treat, or manage cancer.  

New technologies and the pace of discovery 
are leading us towards personalized medicine 
that will reduce side effects and help more people 
survive. Investment in clinical and translational 
research, medical imaging and biobanking 
continues to increase. The year was also marked 
by a number of research highlights and treatment 
breakthroughs that you can read about in 
this report.

Our focused approach to research investment 
will be increasingly driven by the potential for 
better patient outcomes, high clinical impact, and 
scientifi c quality. 

Throughout Alberta, the funds we raised gave 
those newly diagnosed and living with cancer 
access to patient navigators, a valuable resource 

in easing the complex cancer journey. Your 
dollars allowed us to deliver 7500 Alberta Cancer 
Foundation Patient Journals to people newly 
diagnosed with cancer, allowing them to manage 
their care. We also helped patients and families in 
fi nancial need during treatment—in 2011/12 we 
dispersed more than $750,000 for expenses such 
as medication, accommodation and food. 

Our Report to Donors refl ects the transformational 
impact the Alberta Cancer Foundation and our 
donors are making right here in Alberta. We value 
integrity and know that by staying accountable 
and transparent, we are fulfi lling a steadfast 
commitment to our donors. Moving forward, we 
will continue to strive to improve effi ciency so your 
donations make an even greater impact.

Though we take great pride in our 
accomplishments this year, we know that we 
must continue to push the pace of discovery until 
Albertans can lead lives free from cancer. More 
people are living cancer free than ever before. 
Thank you for contributing to the outcomes that 
matter to Albertans: better cancer treatments 
and treatment outcomes, improved quality of life, 
enhanced survivorship and reduced incidence of 
cancer. We know something can be done about 
cancer and with you by our side, we will do it. 

Sincerely,

 Trustees

John Osler

Chair

Alberta Cancer Foundation

Dr. Dianne Kipnes
Vice Chair 
Clinical Psychologist 
Edmonton 

Leslie Beard
President
Leslie Beard Communications 
Edmonton 

Angela Boehm
Community Volunteer 
Calgary 

Heather Culbert
Community Volunteer 
Calgary 

Steven Dyck 
President 
Western Tractor 
Lethbridge 

John McDonald III 
Independent 
Management Consultant 
Edmonton 

Katie McLean 
Community Volunteer 

Calgary 

Dr. Brent Saik 
Optometrist 

Alberta Sports 
Vision Institute 
Sherwood Park 

Prem Singhmar 
Developer 

Sherwood Park 

Heather Watt 
Community Volunteer 

Edmonton 

Vern Yu 
Vice President

Head of Business 
Development

Enbridge Pipelines
Calgary 

Dr. Paul Grundy
Senior Vice President 

& Senior Medical Director
Alberta Health Services - 

Cancer Care 
(Non-Voting Member) 

Edmonton
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At the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
we believe a cancer-free future is both 
possible and inevitable. When we get there 
depends on the focus and energy we apply to 
it today. It is our sincere privilege to thank 
you, our donors, for being such powerful 
partners in Alberta’s cancer-free movement.
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The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed to implementing the highest ethical 
standards of fundraising. We work hard to ensure as much of our donor dollars as possible 
go to our goal of a cancer-free future. Every fundraising program we undertake is carefully 
reviewed and we are responsible stewards of the resources entrusted to us. Our goal is to 
focus our investments to ensure we drive real impacts on cancer rates, incidence, treatment 
and quality of life for Albertans.

Our audited fi nancial statements demonstrate that:

• we disbursed $28.3 million to research, care, prevention and screening

• our total fundraising costs were 27 per cent

•  our return on investment was 64 per cent, well within the Canada Revenue Agency’s 
acceptable range

• our administration costs are nine per cent

Revenue from Fundraising and Net Investment 
Income in 2012 totaled $37.8 million.

Fundraising and Net Investments Income
Fundraising revenue comes from donors supporting the Alberta Cancer Foundation in 
numerous ways: one-time gifts, legacy gifts, monthly commitments, hosting an event, 
participating in an event, direct mail donations and more. Investment income, or growth 
on investments donors have made in the past, ensure a gift has impact over a longer 
period of time (Graph 1 provides a breakdown of sources of revenue).

Fundraising Costs
The costs associated with donations vary depending on the method of giving. Direct 
donations that come to the Alberta Cancer Foundation without solicitation have few costs 
associated with them. Donations through an Alberta Cancer Foundation Challenge Event, 
such as the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer or the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers, have a higher portion that goes to the cost of inviting and supporting 
participants and donors. These events, which involve thousands of Albertans who may 
otherwise not have donated, raise transformational amounts of dollars that account for as 
much as one-third of the investment in cancer programs the Alberta Cancer Foundation 
makes each year.

Total Administration Expenses
The Alberta Cancer Foundation works hard to maximize effi ciency while supporting all 17 of 
Alberta’s cancer centres. Administration expenses of nine per cent include space and equipment, 
salaries for administrative staff and our investments in awareness and public engagement.

Lotteries
The Cash and Cars and More lottery is not charitable fundraising, but over 12 years has made 
it possible for the Alberta Cancer Foundation to invest a net $11.1 million in progress toward a 
cancer-free future.

Use of Funds
See Graph 2 for breakdown of the disbursements of funds.

Foundation fund balances represent resources on hand at our fi scal year end (March 31, 2012) 
held for future support and to sustain future operations. Total resources as of year-end were 
$114.5M.

Endowments ensure a donor investment grows and provides support over a longer period 
of time. Alberta Cancer Foundation endowments are a critical source of sustained support for 
research helping to ensure top researchers choose to work in Alberta.

Restricted funds have been designated for specifi c projects.

Unrestricted funds are those available for the area of greatest need.

Capital assets include equipment and furnishings for day-to-day operations of the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation. 

2012 Use of Funds $28.3 million in 
research, prevention, and enhanced care 
plus endowment building of $0.8 million.

2012 
Fundraising & Net 
Investment Income breakdown

Three-year Summary of Investments for the Future (in $millions)

2012 
Use of Funds breakdownFinancial Highlights 2012 Statement of revenue, expenses and fund balances 

For the year ended March 31 2012 2011 2010

Fundraising and Investments (in $thousands)

Fundraising & Net Investment Income $ 37,771 $ 38,565 $ 30,687 

Fundraising Costs 10,315 9,655 11,605 

Net Fundraising & Investments 27,456 28,910 19,082 

Fundraising costs / revenues 27% 25% 38%

Administration Expenses

Operating Expenses 2,370 2,311 1,832 

Awareness & Public Engagement 995 831 687 

Total Administration Expenses 3,365 3,142 2,519 

Administration Expenses / Revenues 9% 8% 8%

Total Net Fundraising / Invest Revenue 24,091 25,768 16,563 

% Net Fundraising to Total Revenue 64% 67% 54%

Other Revenues

Lotteries, net 752 539 834 

Grants Received / Returned Grants 495 16,237 0 

Net revenue before use of funds 25,338 42,544 17,397 

Use of Funds 

Research 21,115 22,593 8,566 

Prevention & Screening 2,460 936 850 

Enhanced Care 3,971 2,905 1,771 

Endowment 819 2,839 918 

Total Use before Future Commitments & Endowments 28,365 29,273 12,105 

(Used from prior funds held) / Held for Future 
Commitments, incl Endowments

(3,027) 13,271 5,292 

25,338 42,544 17,397 

Thanks to donors like you
Thank you, Albertans. Over the last year more than 200,000 volunteers, participants, 
sponsors, and donors helped fund progress toward a cancer-free future, allowing us to 
invest $28.3 million across the province. Here’s how we raised it:

 $1.19
million

 $5.03 
million

 $ 2.6
 million

 $8.6
million   

 $3.2 
 million

$3.2 million by more than 
26,000 donors through mail 
campaigns, online gifts and 
monthly contributions.

39 Albertans left a legacy 
for future generations 
through planned gifts and 
estate gifts totaling more 
than $1.8 million. 

$1.19 million from 
nearly 12,000 memorial 
gifts to honour loved 
ones lost to cancer.

$5.03 million by thousands of 
Albertans who participated in 
nearly 400 community events 
across the province. 

$1.5 million from the 12th 
Annual Cash, Cars & More 
Lottery, bringing in a total of 
over $21.5 million since 2000.

1,263 participants, crew members, and volunteers and more than 20,000 individual 
donors generated $2.6 million in the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers. In seven years, the Weekend raised an incredible $8.1 million 
towards innovative research and screening programs like two state-of-the-art digital 
mammography screening units that offer greater accessibility for more than 25,000 
women in over 100 rural Alberta communities each year. 

 $8.47
million  

$8.47 million in gifts 
from more than 150 
individual and corporate 
philanthropists. 

2,537 participants undressed to impress in the 5th annual Calgary and Edmonton 
Underwear Affairs. Runners and walkers grinned and bared all to raise more than 
$1.5 million for research impacting prostate, colorectal, ovarian, cervical, testicular, 
bladder and uterine cancers. The event also aimed to get people talking about 
“below the waist” cancers by encouraging screenings and early diagnosis. 

400 movers and shakers, along with one Richard Simmons and 800 pink 
shoelaced-sneakers grooved, grinned and (at times) grimaced their way through 
six hours of fi tness during the inaugural Bust a Move for Breast Health. This 
exercise extravaganza raised nearly $400,000 for an innovative breast cancer 
research project at Edmonton’s Cross Cancer Institute that will make an impact on 
breast health for women across the province. 

200 kms cycled in 2 days through the Rockies by 2,280 participants, including 
112 team Enbridge riders, and along with nearly 50,000 individual donors raised 
$8.6 million in the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. Alberta’s largest cycling 
fundraiser has generated a three-year event total of over $25.3 million towards a 
cancer-free future. 
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It is because of committed support in 2011-12 
from individual donors, event organizers and 
participants, that we are able to make this vision 
possible. Last year alone we invested $28.3 million 
in care, prevention, screening and research across 
the province, for a total of nearly $110 million over 
the last fi ve years. As the largest single funder 
of research in Alberta, we invest more than an 
average $15 million a year to support world-class 
cancer researchers.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed 
to making sure that the money we invest has a 
transformational impact on the things that are 
important to Albertans—earlier detection of 
cancer, better treatments, better survival rates and 
better quality of life. More than 2,000 Albertans 
are also participating in more than 200 clinical 
trials across the province spanning all cancer types 
that will evaluate effectiveness of future ways to 
prevent, diagnose, treat, or manage cancer.  

New technologies and the pace of discovery 
are leading us towards personalized medicine 
that will reduce side effects and help more people 
survive. Investment in clinical and translational 
research, medical imaging and biobanking 
continues to increase. The year was also marked 
by a number of research highlights and treatment 
breakthroughs that you can read about in 
this report.

Our focused approach to research investment 
will be increasingly driven by the potential for 
better patient outcomes, high clinical impact, and 
scientifi c quality. 

Throughout Alberta, the funds we raised gave 
those newly diagnosed and living with cancer 
access to patient navigators, a valuable resource 

in easing the complex cancer journey. Your 
dollars allowed us to deliver 7500 Alberta Cancer 
Foundation Patient Journals to people newly 
diagnosed with cancer, allowing them to manage 
their care. We also helped patients and families in 
fi nancial need during treatment—in 2011/12 we 
dispersed more than $750,000 for expenses such 
as medication, accommodation and food. 

Our Report to Donors refl ects the transformational 
impact the Alberta Cancer Foundation and our 
donors are making right here in Alberta. We value 
integrity and know that by staying accountable 
and transparent, we are fulfi lling a steadfast 
commitment to our donors. Moving forward, we 
will continue to strive to improve effi ciency so your 
donations make an even greater impact.

Though we take great pride in our 
accomplishments this year, we know that we 
must continue to push the pace of discovery until 
Albertans can lead lives free from cancer. More 
people are living cancer free than ever before. 
Thank you for contributing to the outcomes that 
matter to Albertans: better cancer treatments 
and treatment outcomes, improved quality of life, 
enhanced survivorship and reduced incidence of 
cancer. We know something can be done about 
cancer and with you by our side, we will do it. 

Sincerely,

 Trustees

John Osler

Chair

Alberta Cancer Foundation

Dr. Dianne Kipnes
Vice Chair 
Clinical Psychologist 
Edmonton 

Leslie Beard
President
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Alberta Cancer Foundation

At the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
we believe a cancer-free future is both 
possible and inevitable. When we get there 
depends on the focus and energy we apply to 
it today. It is our sincere privilege to thank 
you, our donors, for being such powerful 
partners in Alberta’s cancer-free movement.
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The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed to implementing the highest ethical 
standards of fundraising. We work hard to ensure as much of our donor dollars as possible 
go to our goal of a cancer-free future. Every fundraising program we undertake is carefully 
reviewed and we are responsible stewards of the resources entrusted to us. Our goal is to 
focus our investments to ensure we drive real impacts on cancer rates, incidence, treatment 
and quality of life for Albertans.

Our audited fi nancial statements demonstrate that:

• we disbursed $28.3 million to research, care, prevention and screening

• our total fundraising costs were 27 per cent

•  our return on investment was 64 per cent, well within the Canada Revenue Agency’s 
acceptable range

• our administration costs are nine per cent

Revenue from Fundraising and Net Investment 
Income in 2012 totaled $37.8 million.

Fundraising and Net Investments Income
Fundraising revenue comes from donors supporting the Alberta Cancer Foundation in 
numerous ways: one-time gifts, legacy gifts, monthly commitments, hosting an event, 
participating in an event, direct mail donations and more. Investment income, or growth 
on investments donors have made in the past, ensure a gift has impact over a longer 
period of time (Graph 1 provides a breakdown of sources of revenue).

Fundraising Costs
The costs associated with donations vary depending on the method of giving. Direct 
donations that come to the Alberta Cancer Foundation without solicitation have few costs 
associated with them. Donations through an Alberta Cancer Foundation Challenge Event, 
such as the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer or the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers, have a higher portion that goes to the cost of inviting and supporting 
participants and donors. These events, which involve thousands of Albertans who may 
otherwise not have donated, raise transformational amounts of dollars that account for as 
much as one-third of the investment in cancer programs the Alberta Cancer Foundation 
makes each year.

Total Administration Expenses
The Alberta Cancer Foundation works hard to maximize effi ciency while supporting all 17 of 
Alberta’s cancer centres. Administration expenses of nine per cent include space and equipment, 
salaries for administrative staff and our investments in awareness and public engagement.

Lotteries
The Cash and Cars and More lottery is not charitable fundraising, but over 12 years has made 
it possible for the Alberta Cancer Foundation to invest a net $11.1 million in progress toward a 
cancer-free future.

Use of Funds
See Graph 2 for breakdown of the disbursements of funds.

Foundation fund balances represent resources on hand at our fi scal year end (March 31, 2012) 
held for future support and to sustain future operations. Total resources as of year-end were 
$114.5M.

Endowments ensure a donor investment grows and provides support over a longer period 
of time. Alberta Cancer Foundation endowments are a critical source of sustained support for 
research helping to ensure top researchers choose to work in Alberta.

Restricted funds have been designated for specifi c projects.

Unrestricted funds are those available for the area of greatest need.

Capital assets include equipment and furnishings for day-to-day operations of the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation. 

2012 Use of Funds $28.3 million in 
research, prevention, and enhanced care 
plus endowment building of $0.8 million.

2012 
Fundraising & Net 
Investment Income breakdown

Three-year Summary of Investments for the Future (in $millions)

2012 
Use of Funds breakdownFinancial Highlights 2012 Statement of revenue, expenses and fund balances 

For the year ended March 31 2012 2011 2010

Fundraising and Investments (in $thousands)

Fundraising & Net Investment Income $ 37,771 $ 38,565 $ 30,687 

Fundraising Costs 10,315 9,655 11,605 

Net Fundraising & Investments 27,456 28,910 19,082 

Fundraising costs / revenues 27% 25% 38%

Administration Expenses

Operating Expenses 2,370 2,311 1,832 

Awareness & Public Engagement 995 831 687 

Total Administration Expenses 3,365 3,142 2,519 

Administration Expenses / Revenues 9% 8% 8%

Total Net Fundraising / Invest Revenue 24,091 25,768 16,563 

% Net Fundraising to Total Revenue 64% 67% 54%

Other Revenues

Lotteries, net 752 539 834 

Grants Received / Returned Grants 495 16,237 0 

Net revenue before use of funds 25,338 42,544 17,397 

Use of Funds 

Research 21,115 22,593 8,566 

Prevention & Screening 2,460 936 850 

Enhanced Care 3,971 2,905 1,771 

Endowment 819 2,839 918 

Total Use before Future Commitments & Endowments 28,365 29,273 12,105 

(Used from prior funds held) / Held for Future 
Commitments, incl Endowments

(3,027) 13,271 5,292 

25,338 42,544 17,397 

Thanks to donors like you
Thank you, Albertans. Over the last year more than 200,000 volunteers, participants, 
sponsors, and donors helped fund progress toward a cancer-free future, allowing us to 
invest $28.3 million across the province. Here’s how we raised it:

 $1.19
million

 $5.03 
million

 $ 2.6
 million

 $8.6
million   

 $3.2 
 million

$3.2 million by more than 
26,000 donors through mail 
campaigns, online gifts and 
monthly contributions.

39 Albertans left a legacy 
for future generations 
through planned gifts and 
estate gifts totaling more 
than $1.8 million. 

$1.19 million from 
nearly 12,000 memorial 
gifts to honour loved 
ones lost to cancer.

$5.03 million by thousands of 
Albertans who participated in 
nearly 400 community events 
across the province. 

$1.5 million from the 12th 
Annual Cash, Cars & More 
Lottery, bringing in a total of 
over $21.5 million since 2000.

1,263 participants, crew members, and volunteers and more than 20,000 individual 
donors generated $2.6 million in the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers. In seven years, the Weekend raised an incredible $8.1 million 
towards innovative research and screening programs like two state-of-the-art digital 
mammography screening units that offer greater accessibility for more than 25,000 
women in over 100 rural Alberta communities each year. 

 $8.47
million  

$8.47 million in gifts 
from more than 150 
individual and corporate 
philanthropists. 

2,537 participants undressed to impress in the 5th annual Calgary and Edmonton 
Underwear Affairs. Runners and walkers grinned and bared all to raise more than 
$1.5 million for research impacting prostate, colorectal, ovarian, cervical, testicular, 
bladder and uterine cancers. The event also aimed to get people talking about 
“below the waist” cancers by encouraging screenings and early diagnosis. 

400 movers and shakers, along with one Richard Simmons and 800 pink 
shoelaced-sneakers grooved, grinned and (at times) grimaced their way through 
six hours of fi tness during the inaugural Bust a Move for Breast Health. This 
exercise extravaganza raised nearly $400,000 for an innovative breast cancer 
research project at Edmonton’s Cross Cancer Institute that will make an impact on 
breast health for women across the province. 

200 kms cycled in 2 days through the Rockies by 2,280 participants, including 
112 team Enbridge riders, and along with nearly 50,000 individual donors raised 
$8.6 million in the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. Alberta’s largest cycling 
fundraiser has generated a three-year event total of over $25.3 million towards a 
cancer-free future. 
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It is because of committed support in 2011-12 
from individual donors, event organizers and 
participants, that we are able to make this vision 
possible. Last year alone we invested $28.3 million 
in care, prevention, screening and research across 
the province, for a total of nearly $110 million over 
the last fi ve years. As the largest single funder 
of research in Alberta, we invest more than an 
average $15 million a year to support world-class 
cancer researchers.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed 
to making sure that the money we invest has a 
transformational impact on the things that are 
important to Albertans—earlier detection of 
cancer, better treatments, better survival rates and 
better quality of life. More than 2,000 Albertans 
are also participating in more than 200 clinical 
trials across the province spanning all cancer types 
that will evaluate effectiveness of future ways to 
prevent, diagnose, treat, or manage cancer.  

New technologies and the pace of discovery 
are leading us towards personalized medicine 
that will reduce side effects and help more people 
survive. Investment in clinical and translational 
research, medical imaging and biobanking 
continues to increase. The year was also marked 
by a number of research highlights and treatment 
breakthroughs that you can read about in 
this report.

Our focused approach to research investment 
will be increasingly driven by the potential for 
better patient outcomes, high clinical impact, and 
scientifi c quality. 

Throughout Alberta, the funds we raised gave 
those newly diagnosed and living with cancer 
access to patient navigators, a valuable resource 

in easing the complex cancer journey. Your 
dollars allowed us to deliver 7500 Alberta Cancer 
Foundation Patient Journals to people newly 
diagnosed with cancer, allowing them to manage 
their care. We also helped patients and families in 
fi nancial need during treatment—in 2011/12 we 
dispersed more than $750,000 for expenses such 
as medication, accommodation and food. 

Our Report to Donors refl ects the transformational 
impact the Alberta Cancer Foundation and our 
donors are making right here in Alberta. We value 
integrity and know that by staying accountable 
and transparent, we are fulfi lling a steadfast 
commitment to our donors. Moving forward, we 
will continue to strive to improve effi ciency so your 
donations make an even greater impact.

Though we take great pride in our 
accomplishments this year, we know that we 
must continue to push the pace of discovery until 
Albertans can lead lives free from cancer. More 
people are living cancer free than ever before. 
Thank you for contributing to the outcomes that 
matter to Albertans: better cancer treatments 
and treatment outcomes, improved quality of life, 
enhanced survivorship and reduced incidence of 
cancer. We know something can be done about 
cancer and with you by our side, we will do it. 

Sincerely,

 Trustees

John Osler

Chair

Alberta Cancer Foundation
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Vice Chair 
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Edmonton 
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CEO

Alberta Cancer Foundation

At the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
we believe a cancer-free future is both 
possible and inevitable. When we get there 
depends on the focus and energy we apply to 
it today. It is our sincere privilege to thank 
you, our donors, for being such powerful 
partners in Alberta’s cancer-free movement.
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The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed to implementing the highest ethical 
standards of fundraising. We work hard to ensure as much of our donor dollars as possible 
go to our goal of a cancer-free future. Every fundraising program we undertake is carefully 
reviewed and we are responsible stewards of the resources entrusted to us. Our goal is to 
focus our investments to ensure we drive real impacts on cancer rates, incidence, treatment 
and quality of life for Albertans.

Our audited fi nancial statements demonstrate that:

• we disbursed $28.3 million to research, care, prevention and screening

• our total fundraising costs were 27 per cent

•  our return on investment was 64 per cent, well within the Canada Revenue Agency’s 
acceptable range

• our administration costs are nine per cent

Revenue from Fundraising and Net Investment 
Income in 2012 totaled $37.8 million.

Fundraising and Net Investments Income
Fundraising revenue comes from donors supporting the Alberta Cancer Foundation in 
numerous ways: one-time gifts, legacy gifts, monthly commitments, hosting an event, 
participating in an event, direct mail donations and more. Investment income, or growth 
on investments donors have made in the past, ensure a gift has impact over a longer 
period of time (Graph 1 provides a breakdown of sources of revenue).

Fundraising Costs
The costs associated with donations vary depending on the method of giving. Direct 
donations that come to the Alberta Cancer Foundation without solicitation have few costs 
associated with them. Donations through an Alberta Cancer Foundation Challenge Event, 
such as the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer or the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers, have a higher portion that goes to the cost of inviting and supporting 
participants and donors. These events, which involve thousands of Albertans who may 
otherwise not have donated, raise transformational amounts of dollars that account for as 
much as one-third of the investment in cancer programs the Alberta Cancer Foundation 
makes each year.

Total Administration Expenses
The Alberta Cancer Foundation works hard to maximize effi ciency while supporting all 17 of 
Alberta’s cancer centres. Administration expenses of nine per cent include space and equipment, 
salaries for administrative staff and our investments in awareness and public engagement.

Lotteries
The Cash and Cars and More lottery is not charitable fundraising, but over 12 years has made 
it possible for the Alberta Cancer Foundation to invest a net $11.1 million in progress toward a 
cancer-free future.

Use of Funds
See Graph 2 for breakdown of the disbursements of funds.

Foundation fund balances represent resources on hand at our fi scal year end (March 31, 2012) 
held for future support and to sustain future operations. Total resources as of year-end were 
$114.5M.

Endowments ensure a donor investment grows and provides support over a longer period 
of time. Alberta Cancer Foundation endowments are a critical source of sustained support for 
research helping to ensure top researchers choose to work in Alberta.

Restricted funds have been designated for specifi c projects.

Unrestricted funds are those available for the area of greatest need.

Capital assets include equipment and furnishings for day-to-day operations of the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation. 

2012 Use of Funds $28.3 million in 
research, prevention, and enhanced care 
plus endowment building of $0.8 million.

2012 
Fundraising & Net 
Investment Income breakdown

Three-year Summary of Investments for the Future (in $millions)

2012 
Use of Funds breakdownFinancial Highlights 2012 Statement of revenue, expenses and fund balances 

For the year ended March 31 2012 2011 2010

Fundraising and Investments (in $thousands)

Fundraising & Net Investment Income $ 37,771 $ 38,565 $ 30,687 

Fundraising Costs 10,315 9,655 11,605 

Net Fundraising & Investments 27,456 28,910 19,082 

Fundraising costs / revenues 27% 25% 38%

Administration Expenses

Operating Expenses 2,370 2,311 1,832 

Awareness & Public Engagement 995 831 687 

Total Administration Expenses 3,365 3,142 2,519 

Administration Expenses / Revenues 9% 8% 8%

Total Net Fundraising / Invest Revenue 24,091 25,768 16,563 

% Net Fundraising to Total Revenue 64% 67% 54%

Other Revenues

Lotteries, net 752 539 834 

Grants Received / Returned Grants 495 16,237 0 

Net revenue before use of funds 25,338 42,544 17,397 

Use of Funds 

Research 21,115 22,593 8,566 

Prevention & Screening 2,460 936 850 

Enhanced Care 3,971 2,905 1,771 

Endowment 819 2,839 918 

Total Use before Future Commitments & Endowments 28,365 29,273 12,105 

(Used from prior funds held) / Held for Future 
Commitments, incl Endowments

(3,027) 13,271 5,292 

25,338 42,544 17,397 

Thanks to donors like you
Thank you, Albertans. Over the last year more than 200,000 volunteers, participants, 
sponsors, and donors helped fund progress toward a cancer-free future, allowing us to 
invest $28.3 million across the province. Here’s how we raised it:

 $1.19
million

 $5.03 
million

 $ 2.6
 million

 $8.6
million   

 $3.2 
 million

$3.2 million by more than 
26,000 donors through mail 
campaigns, online gifts and 
monthly contributions.

39 Albertans left a legacy 
for future generations 
through planned gifts and 
estate gifts totaling more 
than $1.8 million. 

$1.19 million from 
nearly 12,000 memorial 
gifts to honour loved 
ones lost to cancer.

$5.03 million by thousands of 
Albertans who participated in 
nearly 400 community events 
across the province. 

$1.5 million from the 12th 
Annual Cash, Cars & More 
Lottery, bringing in a total of 
over $21.5 million since 2000.

1,263 participants, crew members, and volunteers and more than 20,000 individual 
donors generated $2.6 million in the Shoppers Drug Mart Weekend to End 
Women’s Cancers. In seven years, the Weekend raised an incredible $8.1 million 
towards innovative research and screening programs like two state-of-the-art digital 
mammography screening units that offer greater accessibility for more than 25,000 
women in over 100 rural Alberta communities each year. 

 $8.47
million  

$8.47 million in gifts 
from more than 150 
individual and corporate 
philanthropists. 

2,537 participants undressed to impress in the 5th annual Calgary and Edmonton 
Underwear Affairs. Runners and walkers grinned and bared all to raise more than 
$1.5 million for research impacting prostate, colorectal, ovarian, cervical, testicular, 
bladder and uterine cancers. The event also aimed to get people talking about 
“below the waist” cancers by encouraging screenings and early diagnosis. 

400 movers and shakers, along with one Richard Simmons and 800 pink 
shoelaced-sneakers grooved, grinned and (at times) grimaced their way through 
six hours of fi tness during the inaugural Bust a Move for Breast Health. This 
exercise extravaganza raised nearly $400,000 for an innovative breast cancer 
research project at Edmonton’s Cross Cancer Institute that will make an impact on 
breast health for women across the province. 

200 kms cycled in 2 days through the Rockies by 2,280 participants, including 
112 team Enbridge riders, and along with nearly 50,000 individual donors raised 
$8.6 million in the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. Alberta’s largest cycling 
fundraiser has generated a three-year event total of over $25.3 million towards a 
cancer-free future. 
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It is because of committed support in 2011-12 
from individual donors, event organizers and 
participants, that we are able to make this vision 
possible. Last year alone we invested $28.3 million 
in care, prevention, screening and research across 
the province, for a total of nearly $110 million over 
the last fi ve years. As the largest single funder 
of research in Alberta, we invest more than an 
average $15 million a year to support world-class 
cancer researchers.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed 
to making sure that the money we invest has a 
transformational impact on the things that are 
important to Albertans—earlier detection of 
cancer, better treatments, better survival rates and 
better quality of life. More than 2,000 Albertans 
are also participating in more than 200 clinical 
trials across the province spanning all cancer types 
that will evaluate effectiveness of future ways to 
prevent, diagnose, treat, or manage cancer.  

New technologies and the pace of discovery 
are leading us towards personalized medicine 
that will reduce side effects and help more people 
survive. Investment in clinical and translational 
research, medical imaging and biobanking 
continues to increase. The year was also marked 
by a number of research highlights and treatment 
breakthroughs that you can read about in 
this report.

Our focused approach to research investment 
will be increasingly driven by the potential for 
better patient outcomes, high clinical impact, and 
scientifi c quality. 

Throughout Alberta, the funds we raised gave 
those newly diagnosed and living with cancer 
access to patient navigators, a valuable resource 

in easing the complex cancer journey. Your 
dollars allowed us to deliver 7500 Alberta Cancer 
Foundation Patient Journals to people newly 
diagnosed with cancer, allowing them to manage 
their care. We also helped patients and families in 
fi nancial need during treatment—in 2011/12 we 
dispersed more than $750,000 for expenses such 
as medication, accommodation and food. 

Our Report to Donors refl ects the transformational 
impact the Alberta Cancer Foundation and our 
donors are making right here in Alberta. We value 
integrity and know that by staying accountable 
and transparent, we are fulfi lling a steadfast 
commitment to our donors. Moving forward, we 
will continue to strive to improve effi ciency so your 
donations make an even greater impact.

Though we take great pride in our 
accomplishments this year, we know that we 
must continue to push the pace of discovery until 
Albertans can lead lives free from cancer. More 
people are living cancer free than ever before. 
Thank you for contributing to the outcomes that 
matter to Albertans: better cancer treatments 
and treatment outcomes, improved quality of life, 
enhanced survivorship and reduced incidence of 
cancer. We know something can be done about 
cancer and with you by our side, we will do it. 

Sincerely,

 Trustees

John Osler
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Alberta Cancer Foundation

Dr. Dianne Kipnes
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At the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
we believe a cancer-free future is both 
possible and inevitable. When we get there 
depends on the focus and energy we apply to 
it today. It is our sincere privilege to thank 
you, our donors, for being such powerful 
partners in Alberta’s cancer-free movement.
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Investing in Progress
This year, the Alberta Cancer Foundation was able to make transformational progress by 
strategically investing donor dollars in cutting-edge cancer research, treatment, screening, 
prevention and care programs across the province. See below how your dollars are at work 
right here at home, making you a powerful part of Alberta’s cancer-free movement:

Healthcare leader Sanofi  Canada and the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation partnered on an innovative 
provincial colorectal cancer surveillance research 
program. The goal of the program is to identify 
the best way to achieve 90 per cent adherence 
to patients’ follow-up guidelines capturing 
recurrences when a cure is still possible. Sanofi  
Canada invested $105,000 to support the 
research program over the next three years. 
The Alberta Cancer Foundation contributed 
$175,000 to support the analysis of data from the 
surveillance research at both the Cross Cancer 
Institute and the Tom Baker Cancer Centre.

A dream team of the country’s top minds in 
brain cancer research are harnessing their talent 
and technologies to fi nd new treatments for 
glioblastoma, the most common and deadly 
form of brain cancer affecting 2,600 Canadians 
annually. Based in Calgary, Dr. Gregory 
Cairncross, Alberta Cancer Foundation Chair 
in Brain Tumour Research will lead the study 
made possible by an $8.2 million investment 
from the Alberta Cancer Foundation, Terry Fox 
Research Institute (TFRI), Alberta Innovates–
Health Solutions, and other partners from 
across Canada.

Working in collaboration with the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation, the Bird Dogs for Prostate Cancer 
Research provided the funding to support the 
recruitment of Dr. John Lewis as the inaugural 
Frank and Carla Sojonky Chair in Prostate Cancer 
Research. The Bird Dogs’ fundraising efforts, 
matched by the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
resulted in a $14 million transformational gift 
that will support Dr. Lewis’ lines of investigation, 
which include developing a blood test for prostate 
cancer and fi nding a method to use nanoparticles 
as the delivery agent for cancer drugs.

A relative newcomer to the fi eld of cancer 
research, molecular epidemiology promises to 
increase our understanding of how environmental 
and genetic risk factors impact the development 
of cancer at the molecular level and contribute to 
the growth, or as the case may be, the prevention 
of the disease. Dr. Hans Vogel was named the 
Lance Armstrong Chair in Molecular Cancer 
Epidemiology funded by the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation and the University of Calgary.

The Cross Cancer Institute is home to a world-
class tumour bank holding thousands of priceless 
specimens accessible to researchers across the 
province and the world that will contribute to 
future research productivity. One example of the 
tumour bank’s importance came when a team 
that included the Cross Cancer Institute’s Dr. 
Sambasivaro Damaraju and Dr. John Mackey 
decoded the complex genetic makeup of the 
hard-to-treat, deadliest form of breast cancer 
paving the way for developing new drugs 
and more effective treatments. The study was 
published in the prestigious journal “Nature”. 

A new generation PET/CT scanner at Edmonton’s 
Cross Cancer Institute will be the fi rst scanner of 
its type in Canada and one of a handful in North 
America. Capable of providing high resolution 
images, the PET/CT scanner is a valuable early 
detection tool in spotting much smaller tumours 
than currently possible, which is vital in impacting 
the course of cancer. The new scanner also allows 
four times as many people to be screened each day. 

In the last year, 7,500 Patient Journals created 
by the Alberta Cancer Foundation have been 
distributed as gifts to newly diagnosed patients 
in cancer centres across the province, providing 
a centralized place to document and manage 
their cancer journey.

The Alberta Cervical Cancer Screening Program 
is being expanded to include 680,000 more 
women due to a $900,000 investment by the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation, ensuring higher 
screening rates and better outcomes for those 
at risk of developing cancer. The program 
encourages women across the province aged 
21 to 69 to be screened, mails them their Pap 
test results and reminds them of overdue tests.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation invested 
$634,934 in trainee and fellowship 
programs, training the next generation 
of bright minds. Grants to support 
cutting-edge research range from breast 
to brain cancer and include studies in 
radiotherapy, lymphoma, DNA repair and 
beyond. Among these awards, the Fred C. 
Coles Cancer Research Fellowship which 
supports the top ranking post doctoral 
fellow is a new award in 2011-2012. 

Newly diagnosed cancer patients and those 
living with cancer now have access to patient 
navigators dedicated to easing their cancer 
journey thanks in part to $643,579 in support from 
the Alberta Cancer Foundation. Other partners, 
like Syncrude Canada with a $150,000 donation 
to Fort McMurray‘s Northern Lights Regional 
Health Centre, have contributed to the program 
to extend its reach across the province. 

The Alberta Cancer Foundation invested 
$2.5 million into the Alberta Cancer Clinical 
Research Unit which supports 2,000 Albertans 
who are currently participating in more than 200 
clinical trials around the province, spanning all 
cancer types. In fact, Alberta leads Canada in 
clinical trial participation with 11 per cent of new 
cancer patients taking part in a trial compared to 
the national average of seven per cent. As well 
as supporting pharmaceutical clinical trials, the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation also enables clinical 
research through national cooperative group 
studies and research initiated by the clinical 
researchers themselves.

Patients in need during cancer treatment 
accessed the Alberta Cancer Foundation’s 
Patient Financial Assistance Program 3348 
times for a total of $757,322.

$14 million

$1.3 million 

7,500 Patient Journals

4x more 
people scanned each day

680,000
more women

$634,934 
investment in trainee 
& fellowship programs

$643,579

$757,322

$150,000

World-class
tumor bank

Cancer surveillance 
research program

The Alberta Cancer Foundation supplied $235,000 
towards the debut of a new ocular brachytheraphy 
program to be run out of the Cross Cancer Institute, 
a fi rst for Western Canada. It means that patients with 
a rare form of eye cancer, no longer need to leave 
Alberta for care, or risk losing an eye unnecessarily. 

$235,000 

+

11%
11 per cent of new 
cancer patients in Alberta 
are taking part in clinical 
 trials compared to  the 
national average of 7 per cent
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Investing in Progress
This year, the Alberta Cancer Foundation was able to make transformational progress by 
strategically investing donor dollars in cutting-edge cancer research, treatment, screening, 
prevention and care programs across the province. See below how your dollars are at work 
right here at home, making you a powerful part of Alberta’s cancer-free movement:

Healthcare leader Sanofi  Canada and the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation partnered on an innovative 
provincial colorectal cancer surveillance research 
program. The goal of the program is to identify 
the best way to achieve 90 per cent adherence 
to patients’ follow-up guidelines capturing 
recurrences when a cure is still possible. Sanofi  
Canada invested $105,000 to support the 
research program over the next three years. 
The Alberta Cancer Foundation contributed 
$175,000 to support the analysis of data from the 
surveillance research at both the Cross Cancer 
Institute and the Tom Baker Cancer Centre.

A dream team of the country’s top minds in 
brain cancer research are harnessing their talent 
and technologies to fi nd new treatments for 
glioblastoma, the most common and deadly 
form of brain cancer affecting 2,600 Canadians 
annually. Based in Calgary, Dr. Gregory 
Cairncross, Alberta Cancer Foundation Chair 
in Brain Tumour Research will lead the study 
made possible by an $8.2 million investment 
from the Alberta Cancer Foundation, Terry Fox 
Research Institute (TFRI), Alberta Innovates–
Health Solutions, and other partners from 
across Canada.

Working in collaboration with the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation, the Bird Dogs for Prostate Cancer 
Research provided the funding to support the 
recruitment of Dr. John Lewis as the inaugural 
Frank and Carla Sojonky Chair in Prostate Cancer 
Research. The Bird Dogs’ fundraising efforts, 
matched by the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
resulted in a $14 million transformational gift 
that will support Dr. Lewis’ lines of investigation, 
which include developing a blood test for prostate 
cancer and fi nding a method to use nanoparticles 
as the delivery agent for cancer drugs.

A relative newcomer to the fi eld of cancer 
research, molecular epidemiology promises to 
increase our understanding of how environmental 
and genetic risk factors impact the development 
of cancer at the molecular level and contribute to 
the growth, or as the case may be, the prevention 
of the disease. Dr. Hans Vogel was named the 
Lance Armstrong Chair in Molecular Cancer 
Epidemiology funded by the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation and the University of Calgary.

The Cross Cancer Institute is home to a world-
class tumour bank holding thousands of priceless 
specimens accessible to researchers across the 
province and the world that will contribute to 
future research productivity. One example of the 
tumour bank’s importance came when a team 
that included the Cross Cancer Institute’s Dr. 
Sambasivaro Damaraju and Dr. John Mackey 
decoded the complex genetic makeup of the 
hard-to-treat, deadliest form of breast cancer 
paving the way for developing new drugs 
and more effective treatments. The study was 
published in the prestigious journal “Nature”. 

A new generation PET/CT scanner at Edmonton’s 
Cross Cancer Institute will be the fi rst scanner of 
its type in Canada and one of a handful in North 
America. Capable of providing high resolution 
images, the PET/CT scanner is a valuable early 
detection tool in spotting much smaller tumours 
than currently possible, which is vital in impacting 
the course of cancer. The new scanner also allows 
four times as many people to be screened each day. 

In the last year, 7,500 Patient Journals created 
by the Alberta Cancer Foundation have been 
distributed as gifts to newly diagnosed patients 
in cancer centres across the province, providing 
a centralized place to document and manage 
their cancer journey.

The Alberta Cervical Cancer Screening Program 
is being expanded to include 680,000 more 
women due to a $900,000 investment by the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation, ensuring higher 
screening rates and better outcomes for those 
at risk of developing cancer. The program 
encourages women across the province aged 
21 to 69 to be screened, mails them their Pap 
test results and reminds them of overdue tests.

The Alberta Cancer Foundation invested 
$634,934 in trainee and fellowship 
programs, training the next generation 
of bright minds. Grants to support 
cutting-edge research range from breast 
to brain cancer and include studies in 
radiotherapy, lymphoma, DNA repair and 
beyond. Among these awards, the Fred C. 
Coles Cancer Research Fellowship which 
supports the top ranking post doctoral 
fellow is a new award in 2011-2012. 

Newly diagnosed cancer patients and those 
living with cancer now have access to patient 
navigators dedicated to easing their cancer 
journey thanks in part to $643,579 in support from 
the Alberta Cancer Foundation. Other partners, 
like Syncrude Canada with a $150,000 donation 
to Fort McMurray‘s Northern Lights Regional 
Health Centre, have contributed to the program 
to extend its reach across the province. 

The Alberta Cancer Foundation invested 
$2.5 million into the Alberta Cancer Clinical 
Research Unit which supports 2,000 Albertans 
who are currently participating in more than 200 
clinical trials around the province, spanning all 
cancer types. In fact, Alberta leads Canada in 
clinical trial participation with 11 per cent of new 
cancer patients taking part in a trial compared to 
the national average of seven per cent. As well 
as supporting pharmaceutical clinical trials, the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation also enables clinical 
research through national cooperative group 
studies and research initiated by the clinical 
researchers themselves.

Patients in need during cancer treatment 
accessed the Alberta Cancer Foundation’s 
Patient Financial Assistance Program 3348 
times for a total of $757,322.
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Investing in Progress
This year, the Alberta Cancer Foundation was able to make transformational progress by 
strategically investing donor dollars in cutting-edge cancer research, treatment, screening, 
prevention and care programs across the province. See below how your dollars are at work 
right here at home, making you a powerful part of Alberta’s cancer-free movement:

Healthcare leader Sanofi  Canada and the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation partnered on an innovative 
provincial colorectal cancer surveillance research 
program. The goal of the program is to identify 
the best way to achieve 90 per cent adherence 
to patients’ follow-up guidelines capturing 
recurrences when a cure is still possible. Sanofi  
Canada invested $105,000 to support the 
research program over the next three years. 
The Alberta Cancer Foundation contributed 
$175,000 to support the analysis of data from the 
surveillance research at both the Cross Cancer 
Institute and the Tom Baker Cancer Centre.

A dream team of the country’s top minds in 
brain cancer research are harnessing their talent 
and technologies to fi nd new treatments for 
glioblastoma, the most common and deadly 
form of brain cancer affecting 2,600 Canadians 
annually. Based in Calgary, Dr. Gregory 
Cairncross, Alberta Cancer Foundation Chair 
in Brain Tumour Research will lead the study 
made possible by an $8.2 million investment 
from the Alberta Cancer Foundation, Terry Fox 
Research Institute (TFRI), Alberta Innovates–
Health Solutions, and other partners from 
across Canada.

Working in collaboration with the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation, the Bird Dogs for Prostate Cancer 
Research provided the funding to support the 
recruitment of Dr. John Lewis as the inaugural 
Frank and Carla Sojonky Chair in Prostate Cancer 
Research. The Bird Dogs’ fundraising efforts, 
matched by the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 
resulted in a $14 million transformational gift 
that will support Dr. Lewis’ lines of investigation, 
which include developing a blood test for prostate 
cancer and fi nding a method to use nanoparticles 
as the delivery agent for cancer drugs.

A relative newcomer to the fi eld of cancer 
research, molecular epidemiology promises to 
increase our understanding of how environmental 
and genetic risk factors impact the development 
of cancer at the molecular level and contribute to 
the growth, or as the case may be, the prevention 
of the disease. Dr. Hans Vogel was named the 
Lance Armstrong Chair in Molecular Cancer 
Epidemiology funded by the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation and the University of Calgary.

The Cross Cancer Institute is home to a world-
class tumour bank holding thousands of priceless 
specimens accessible to researchers across the 
province and the world that will contribute to 
future research productivity. One example of the 
tumour bank’s importance came when a team 
that included the Cross Cancer Institute’s Dr. 
Sambasivaro Damaraju and Dr. John Mackey 
decoded the complex genetic makeup of the 
hard-to-treat, deadliest form of breast cancer 
paving the way for developing new drugs 
and more effective treatments. The study was 
published in the prestigious journal “Nature”. 

A new generation PET/CT scanner at Edmonton’s 
Cross Cancer Institute will be the fi rst scanner of 
its type in Canada and one of a handful in North 
America. Capable of providing high resolution 
images, the PET/CT scanner is a valuable early 
detection tool in spotting much smaller tumours 
than currently possible, which is vital in impacting 
the course of cancer. The new scanner also allows 
four times as many people to be screened each day. 

In the last year, 7,500 Patient Journals created 
by the Alberta Cancer Foundation have been 
distributed as gifts to newly diagnosed patients 
in cancer centres across the province, providing 
a centralized place to document and manage 
their cancer journey.
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supports the top ranking post doctoral 
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to Fort McMurray‘s Northern Lights Regional 
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to extend its reach across the province. 
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who are currently participating in more than 200 
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clinical trial participation with 11 per cent of new 
cancer patients taking part in a trial compared to 
the national average of seven per cent. As well 
as supporting pharmaceutical clinical trials, the 
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researchers themselves.
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