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SOMETIMES IT FEELS LIKE humanity is making precious little headway 

against cancer. We’re here to tell you that with your financial support, 

the time and energy of thousands of healthcare professionals and vol-

unteers, and countless donors like you, the Alberta Cancer Foundation 

most certainly is impacting cancer, right here, where we live. And we’re 

doing it in major, measurable ways. In fact, that’s what this year’s Annual 

Report is all about. It is a report back to you on our progress last year. 

Beyond that, we will contrast our progress with where we’ve come from, 

and where, with your invaluable help, we know we can go. As always, 

we urge you to consider that without your continued generosity and 

help—none of this would be possible.

George Andrews  
PRESIDENT & CEO

Leigh-Anne Palter   
CHAIR

Message from the

CEO & CHAIR

Holly, Psychosocial Support



MAWER INVESTMENT 
MANAGEMENT LTD. 
Founded in 1974, Mawer Investment Management Ltd. has 

thrived off a single mantra—“do the right thing”—for their 

clients, employees, and the community. This integrity has 

served as a business guide and established Mawer Investments 

as a longtime supporter of the Tom Baker Cancer Centre in 

Calgary. Over the past four years, Mawer Investments has 

specifically made an impact on Albertans facing cancer through 

their generous commitment to the Patient Financial Assistance 

Program. Thanks to their incredible support, Albertans are able 

to make ends meet when they need it the most.

Mawer Investments has 
specifically made an impact on 

Albertans facing cancer through 
their generous commitment.

We are extremely grateful to have the support of thousands 

of donors, all making a difference for Albertans facing cancer. 

We are honoured to share a few highlights from the past year.

Mawer Investment 
Management Ltd. 

World’s Longest 
Hockey Game 

Kelly & Kelly Liebe 

Yuill Family Foundation 

Richard Singleton

Robert Dixon

2018 Donor

HIGHLIGHTS

4 | 5



WORLD’S LONGEST  
HOCKEY GAME
Since 1996, Dr. Brent Saik and his family have set seven 

World Records to make life better for Albertans facing 

cancer at the Cross Cancer Institute. Brent has honoured 

the legacy of his father, who was determined to keep kids 

out of the Cross. By leading the World’s Longest Hockey 

Game six times (and one World’s Longest Baseball Game), 

Brent has dedicated hundreds of hours, raised over $4.7 

million and brought innovative, new technologies and 

treatments to the Cross. Thanks to the World’s Longest 

Hockey Game, the Cross Cancer Institute has expanded 

the boundaries of cancer research, treatment, and patient 

care—not only in Alberta, but across the globe.

Mortality rates 
are decreasing in 
Alberta, falling  
on average by  
2.1% each year 
since 2004.

Robert DIXON
Faced with a diagnosis of Hodgkins-Lymphoma in his 

early 40s, Mr. Robert (Bob) Dixon turned his personal 

cancer journey into remarkable dedication towards 

advancing cancer research and education in Alberta. As 

the Chairman of Project Alpha (dating back to 1988), 

and in hopes of achieving a cancer-free future, Bob led 

the Alberta Cancer Foundation’s first-ever capital cam-

paign—marking the beginning of new approaches to 

leveraging philanthropic support for cancer research in 

Alberta. Recognized widely throughout Calgary for his 

mantra of “attitude is everything”—and fueled with posi-

tivity no matter the circumstances—he lived each day to 

its fullest. After his passing in 1995 and his beloved wife, 

Mrs. Kathleen Dixon, in 2015, the Alberta Cancer Foun-

dation received notification that the R. K. Dixon Family 

had included the Alberta Cancer Foundation in their 

estate plans. We are beyond grateful to acknowledge 

an unprecedented gift of $10M made by the R. K. Dixon 

Family that will make a significant impact in hemato-

logical cancer research and education.

The overall cancer 
survival rate  

has increased from 
about 25%  

in the 1960s, to 
60% today, as a 

result of investments 
in cancer 

prevention, early 
detection, improving 

treatment and 
quality of life.
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An unprecedented gift 
significantly impacts 
hematological cancer.

Hundreds  
of hours,  

raising over  
$4.7 million.
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Kelly & Kelly LIEBE
Kelly Liebe was diagnosed with stage three triple negative 

breast cancer in 1997. She was treated at the Cross Cancer 

Institute as part of a clinical trial. In 2009, Kelly’s daughter, 

Chrissy, was also diagnosed with breast cancer. Like her 

mother, Chrissy was treated at the Cross, but on a more 

refined version of Kelly’s clinical trial. Sadly, Chrissy’s can-

cer returned in 2012 and she lost her life in December of 

that year. For a family that has had to endure more can-

cer than any family should, Kelly was re-diagnosed with 

breast cancer in 2016, and Kelly’s husband (also named 

Kelly) is currently in treatment at the Cross for a type of 

oral cancer. Through it all, the Liebe family has never lost 

their determination to make a difference for others, and 

the family has channeled their energy into raising funds 

and awareness for the Cross Cancer Institute through 

the Enbridge Ride to Conquer Cancer. Thank you to the 

Liebe family for their endless positivity, leadership, and 

dedication to the Ride.

Endless positivity,  
leadership, and dedication.

Groundbreaking  
clinical trials closer to 
home, in Medicine Hat.

YUILL FAMILY FOUNDATION
For over three generations, the Yuill Family has been 

a leader in philanthropy, and has demonstrated their 

commitment to enriching their community of Medicine 

Hat. An example of this dedication is shown through 

their matching contributions to an annual charity golf 

tournament, which over the years and thanks to the 

generous support and commitment of local Medicine Hat 

residents, has raised more than $1 million for the Margery 

E. Yuill Cancer Centre. The Yuill Family Foundation is 

proud to be part of a thriving community that is helping 

to change the landscape of cancer care in Alberta. Thank 

you for making a difference for patients and their families 

facing cancer.
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Investing in clinical 
trials equalled  
a drug savings of 
$17.8 million  
to the healthcare 
system, more  
than double the 
previous year.

Last year, over 
1,000 patients 
participated in 

clinical trials  
across Alberta. 
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Richard SINGLETON
Richard Singleton makes investments that have a signifi-

cant impact on the things that matter most to Albertans 

facing cancer—earlier detection, better treatments, 

improved patient outcomes, and a better quality of life. 

Thanks to the creation of the Richard Singleton Student-

ship & the Linda Singleton Studentship, Alberta continues 

to attract the brightest minds in research excellence. 

Thank you Richard, for creating a meaningful legacy 

in memory of Linda—one that continues to enhance 

the treatment and care that patients and their families 

receive. What greater return on investment could there 

possibly be?

Thanks to excellent 
research, treatment 

and care in this 
province, more than 
120,000 Albertans 

are alive after a 
cancer diagnosis.

Continuing 
to attract the 
brightest minds 
in research 
excellence.

(L) Jodie, Patient Navigator

(R) Rickie-Lee, Cancer Survivor 

PHOTO: CALGARY HEALTH TRUST



Your financial support 
worked hard to help 
people, all over our 
province, every single 
day of last year.

2018 ANNUAL REPORT

LAST YEAR, 60,000 ALBERTANS received treatment in their local cancer 

centre. Thanks to your support, the Alberta Cancer Foundation invests in 

research and programs that will have a direct impact on Albertans facing 

cancer. Investments that will reduce risk, detect cancer earlier, improve 

quality of life and provide better treatment options. 

We know we can’t do this alone. Partnering with other organizations and 

industries is a key strategy for generating and leveraging your invest-

ments. We encourage collaboration and innovation at every level so that 

we can impact patient outcomes faster. Sometimes those partnerships 

result in leveraging direct dollars from different funders. In others, par-

ticularly from Alberta Health Services, it might mean in-kind support 

where we share the support of specific programs and people in order 

to enhance the care Albertans receive. These advances, this progress, 

would not happen without you. 

Here are some of the ways you are making a difference for patients 
across the province. Thank you for making investments that matter.

Investment

IMPACT
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REDUCE  
CANCER  
RISK
Alberta’s Tomorrow Project

$8.8 Million since 1999 

Why do some people get cancer, while others don’t? The Alberta Cancer Foundation 
has helped recruit 55,000 Albertans to a project that uses biological samples, data, 
and information about the environment to try and answer that question. Alberta’s 
Tomorrow Project is part of the Canadian Partnership for Tomorrow Project which is 
the largest study of its kind in Canada and includes more than 300,000 participants.

DETECT  
CANCER  
EARLIER
The Early Detection Cancer Challenge 2017-2018

$1 Million
The earlier we detect and diagnose cancer, the higher the chance of survival. In 
2017, the Alberta Cancer Foundation partnered with Alberta Innovates and Dynalife 
to identify cancer detection and diagnosis technologies developed in Alberta, that 
improve patient outcomes while simultaneously driving the growth of local com-
panies. Two companies were selected to receive support to commercialize their 
impactful technology. The first is Edmonton-based company, Nanostics. It created 
Clarity-DX Prostate—a reliable non-invasive blood test that has the ability to iden-
tify prostate cancer, and reduce unnecessary biopsies and surgeries for patients. The 
second, Calgary-based Syantra, created Breast CancerScout—also a blood test that 
has the potential to detect and change breast cancer screening protocol with more 
accurate results than current methods. 

external leverage 

$2.8 million from other funding partners and company investments. 
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TREAT  
CANCER  
MORE  
EFFECTIVELY 
Colorectal Cancer

$2.9 Million
Colorectal cancer patients are often treated with some form of chemotherapy, radiation, 
or both, yet cancer cells can be resilient, and find a way to survive treatment by repairing 
their own DNA. This means that the effectiveness of treatment can be diminished by the 
ability of cancer cells to repair the damage that these treatments introduce. To address 
this, the Alberta Cancer Foundation is investing in a colorectal cancer research program 
that has discovered a type of drug that prevents these repair systems, and sensitizes 
cancer cells to chemotherapy and radiation. By blocking this repair, chemotherapy and 
radiation therapy will be more effective, and lead to better patient outcomes. 

external leverage

Provincial grants and industry sponsorship.

Clinical Trials

$15 Million
Clinical trials are the engine that drives life-saving treatment. By supporting clinical 
trials that take place in Alberta, the Alberta Cancer Foundation is bringing results to 
patients years before they are available to the general public. Over the past five years, 
more than 6,000 Albertans have taken part in 500 trials. Alberta’s participation rate is 
higher than the national average, and this leading-edge research not only provides 
patients access to the newest treatments, but attracts and retains some of the bright-
est minds in research to improve treatment and care for Albertans facing cancer. 

external leverage

$122.3 million over five years—including $62m industry revenue, $7.7m in 
reimbursed trial costs, and $52.6m in drugs from provincial and industry sponsors. 

Community Oncology Clinical Trials Program

$556,000
One third of Alberta’s cancer patients receive care in cancer centres outside Edmonton 
or Calgary. The Alberta Cancer Foundation is committed to a two-year pilot project 
of the Community Oncology Clinical Trials program taking place at the Margery E. 
Yuill Cancer Centre in Medicine Hat, the Jack Ady Cancer Centre in Lethbridge and 
Red Deer’s Central Alberta Cancer Centre. These rural programs will allow patients to 
participate in this ground-breaking research close to home, and will allow researchers 
to answer important questions about treatment and care in this unique environment. 

external leverage

Industry revenue, reimbursed trial costs, and cost of drugs. 

Immunotherapy

$2.4 Million 
Immunotherapy harnesses a person’s own immune system to fight diseases such as 
cancer. This promising treatment has shown to be highly effective, however, severe 
side effects due to poor accuracy are preventing widespread usage. Through the use 
of small molecule drug development, the Alberta Cancer Foundation has invested 
in creating a new orally available immunotherapy that would treat the disease more 
accurately, with fewer side effects for patients. 

external leverage

$3 million from the provincial government in partnership with the Li Ka Shing 
Institute in Virology.
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IMPROVE  
QUALITY  
OF LIFE
Patient Navigator Program

$10 Million
Juggling a cancer diagnosis—medical appointments, consultations, plus emotions such 
as fear and anxiety while taking care of a family—can be difficult. That’s why Alberta 
Cancer Foundation Patient Navigators can be found at 14 of the regional and commun-
ity cancer centres across Alberta. Navigators are registered oncology nurses helping to 
guide patients through the health system, and provide assistance in accessing com-
munity supports when needed. This program has been largely funded by Foundation 
donors, and is estimated to save the health system at least $1 million, by alleviating visits 
to family physicians and emergency rooms for non-emergent issues. This program is in 
demand across Alberta and was accessed nearly 20,000 times in 2017/2018.

Adolescent and Young Adult Patient Navigator Program

$150,000
Each year in Alberta, nearly 300 new cases of cancer are diagnosed in adolescent and 
young adults (AYAs), aged 15-29. Falling between the dividing line of pediatrics and 
adults, this group of patients face unique challenges, and their needs are often unmet. 
The Alberta Cancer Foundation through the support of the Government of Alberta 
is funding the AYA Patient Navigator Program—a pilot specializing in supporting this 
group as they navigate their cancer journey, both inside and outside the healthcare 
system. They will work to enhance overall patient care by ensuring their distinctive 
needs are supported. 

Patient Financial Assistance Program (PFAP)

$1.2 Million per year 
Cancer can be expensive. There are additional costs that come with treatment, and 
people often have to take time off work. You, our donors, provide financial support 

to patients in need who are undergoing active treatment. This program covers costs 
such as housing, food, medication, childcare and transportation, so that patients can 
focus on what matters most—healing. In 2017, this program was accessed 4,962 times 
and the need continues to grow. 

external leverage

This program is leveraged against other support programs providing financial 
assistance—including both government and not for profit agencies.

Head and Neck: Portable Swallowing Therapy Unit

$1.9 Million 
The social impacts of surviving head and neck cancer can be devastating. For the 
majority of head and neck patients, cancer treatment can diminish the ability to swal-
low. The current therapy is only available at specialized clinics, which limits the ability 
for all head and neck patients to get the help they need. The Alberta Cancer Foundation 
is investing in a portable device called Mobili-T that provides biofeedback to the patient 
in real-time. With this development, head and neck patients will be able to regain their 
quality of life no matter where they live in Alberta. Developers are currently conducting 
feasibility studies that will launch this year. 

external leverage

$275k from provincial and federal grants.

Enhancing Care at Alberta’s Cancer Centres

$1.2 Million
No matter where a patient faces a cancer diagnosis, you help us ensure they receive 
the best possible treatment and care. Alberta Cancer Foundation donors allow the 
Foundation to support all 17 Alberta Health Services cancer centres around the prov-
ince. These investments help to improve patient and family quality of life and may 
include comfortable reclining chemo chairs, enhanced waiting room spaces, clear 
and concise wayfinding, vital sign machines in clinic rooms, or blanket warmers during 
treatment.

FO
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Investing in Bright Minds 

$6.1 Million over five years

Working in partnership with CancerControl Alberta, the University of Alberta, and the 
University of Calgary, the Alberta Cancer Foundation seeks to attract and retain the 
best and brightest people in the field of cancer research and care. As well as supporting 
trainees, Foundation donors also allow us to provide support for the professional and 
educational development of staff at Alberta Health Services cancer centres, so that the 
patient experience can be enhanced to world-class levels.

Dr. Wajid Sayeed



The clue is in our name. 
No other fundraising 
organization supports 
all Albertans facing 
cancer as completely 
as we do. No matter 
where they live, no 
matter what type of 
cancer they have, we 
will help.

WHEN PEOPLE ASK US, “what makes the Alberta Cancer Foundation dif-

ferent?” we are proud of our answer. We are Albertans helping Albertans. 

We support all 17 CancerControl Alberta centres across the province—

their patients, families and staff. As the only health foundation in Alberta 

that supports and covers the entire span of the province, we are con-

stantly in search of ideas that will help Albertans facing cancer. And we 

know those investments will only matter if they can be translated into 

meaningful outcomes that benefit patients and families. 

How do we make sure that happens? We engage the right people, in 

the right way, at the right time. We involve the end users—patients, clin-

icians, and staff in the cancer centres to identify what the priorities are 

that need answers, and work backwards from there. Real people. Real 

problems. Real solutions. 

We make it easier—actually vital—for basic scientists to collaborate with 

clinicians by ensuring the right environment is in place so they can have 

the biggest impact on Albertans. No matter where Albertans are in their 

cancer journey, no matter the type of cancer, or where they live, our 

donors will help. 

We also involve patients to find out what’s important to them, not just 

during treatment but long after they leave a cancer centre, too. For 

example, we recently asked what mattered most to patients and families 

affected by head and neck cancer. As a result of treatment and surgery, 

head and neck cancer patients often lose part, or all, of their sight, hear-

ing, speech or ability to swallow. It can stop them from moving forward 

in relationships, being in social situations, and can affect financial pos-

ition, because their physical impairment often means that working can 

be difficult.  

2018 ANNUAL REPORT
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ALBERTANS
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As no single group has all the answers, we brought together 

patients, family members, researchers, radiation oncolo-

gists, surgeons, prosthodontists and clinicians to work 

together to condense these questions into top priorities 

for Albertans facing head and neck cancer. 

Then through the Mickleborough Interfacial Bioscience 

Research Program, the Alberta Cancer Foundation part-

nered with the Institute for Reconstructive Sciences in 

Medicine to invite the research community to submit 

solutions and find answers to the determined priorities. To 

make sure these ideas have the best chance of success, 

we used a rigorous review process that included family 

members from the Mickleborough family, patients, care-

givers, leading scientists and clinicians from across North 

America. As a result, three projects that will have a clear 

indication of potential impact on outcomes and quality 

of life were selected. We can’t wait to see the differences 

that research will make for Albertans and beyond. 

We know research is our most powerful weapon. Fifty 

years ago, only 25 per cent of people survived cancer. 

Today, that number is closer to 60 per cent—for some 

cancers it’s more than 90 per cent, if detected early. Yet, 

we know we can do better. 

We think spending money on cancer should be seen as 

an investment, one that encourages collaboration and 

innovation, and takes on some of the biggest scientific 

challenges. We use unbiased, independent review mech-

anisms to ensure our teams make the best discoveries 

that will translate to patients and families in Alberta. We 

closely monitor important milestones along the way, work-

ing with reviewers to determine whether to maintain or 

modify a specific investment, and provide valuable advice 

to the research teams. We provide support to staff at the 

centres, scientists and researchers at every career stage, 

so that we can attract and inspire the next generation of 

leaders and bright minds. 

Sometimes we have success in innovation. Sometimes 

there are challenges that future research can learn from. 

But we know you, our donors, appreciate the science and 

want us to take an informed chance on something that 

has the potential to unlock new approaches. We share 

the same urgency as you, and work hard to accelerate 

progress wherever we can.

Together, we’re creating more moments for Albertans 
facing cancer. Thank you for making a difference.  

2018 ANNUAL REPORT
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Because of your 
generous support  
in previous years,  
and in the years to 
come, Albertans  
facing cancer can be 
filled with hope.

IN THE LAST 10 YEARS, we have seen more advances in cancer research, 

treatment, and care than ever before. There has been a palpable shift in 

optimism around cancer research and care. Scientists around the world 

argue that because we have spent the last few decades learning about 

the root causes of cancer, we are on the cusp of making big advances 

and accelerating the impacts on patients and families. 

Now is the time to build on that foundation of knowledge to make even 

faster progress. In the next five or 10 years, the pace of this work will 

accelerate. The more we learn, the more we will see new and better 

treatment options emerge.

We need you—our donors—to be instrumental in making that happen. 

Your dedication to making life better for Albertans facing cancer has paved 

the way for transformational progress in our four priorities: reducing risk, 

detecting cancer earlier, and improving treatment and quality of life for 

patients.  

Here is a look at how far we’ve come, and where we are headed with 

your continued support.
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Changing Lives

THEN, NOW  
& ON THE 
HORIZON
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IMPACT
ONE
REDUCING 
RISK

TWO
DETECTING 
EARLIER

THREE
IMPROVING 
TREATMENT

FOUR
IMPROVING 
QUALITY OF 
LIFE

public service announcements

Efforts to reduce cancer risk relied heavily on resour-
ces such as the Canada Food Guide, and in the 1950s 
research proved a direct link between smoking and 
lung cancer (often prescribed to help people relax).

physical activtiy 
We’ve learned a lot in the past few decades when 
it comes to reducing risk. For example, we know 
there is a correlation between physical activity and 
an individual’s susceptibility to cancer and can 

even prescribe a recommended “dose” of activity 
to reduce that risk. Research has shown a 25-30 
per cent decrease in cancer risk for those individ-
uals who maintain an active lifestyle. 

genetic-testing

Our genes hold a lot of important information. 
The future of reducing cancer risk revolves 
around genetic testing. Pilot studies in Alberta 
are already forming, aiming to speed up access 
to testing, so that potential high-risk patients can 
be identified and carefully monitored. 

microbiome

The human microbiome (the collection of bac-
teria, and viruses that live within our body) could 
also be a key to good health. Studies suggest 
that certain microbiome factors can impact 
the effectiveness of cancer treatment. As inter-
est in this field continues to build, researchers 
are thinking about how to manipulate patients’ 
microbial communities to improve prognosis 
and treatment outcomes.

liquid biopsies

A revolution in how we detect cancer earlier is 
on the horizon via liquid biopsies. A less invasive 
approach to traditional tissue biopsies, liquid 
biopsies are a cost efficient way to detect some 
forms of cancer earlier—positively impacting 
patient treatment plans and outcomes. Early 
detection clinical trials for prostate and breast 
cancer are currently underway throughout 
Alberta and show great promise. 

state-of-the-art technologies

Unrivaled, state-of-the-art technologies such 
as PET MR imaging will allow us to see chan-
ges to a disease at the cellular, metabolic level, 
much before it could appear on a CT or MRI. This 
gives us a better chance at detecting cancer ear-
lier, seeing how it is behaving in the body, and 
allowing doctors to provide more precise ther-
apy for each patient. 

routine screening

Traditional cancer screening methods included annual 
mammograms, colonoscopies, chest X-rays, and PSA 
tests—used to detect earlier forms of the most com-
mon types of cancer: breast, colon, lung and prostate, 
respectively. While these are still effective screening 
tools today, the technology and knowledge has greatly 
improved in the last few decades, allowing us to find 
cancer earlier and improve treatment success rather 
than reacting to symptoms.

increasing knowledge

In recent years, we have changed the way we 
test patients for cancer, and have seen promising 
advances in early detection and screening initia-
tives here in Alberta. For example, a provincial 
lung cancer screening pilot research program is 
aiming to catch cancer early when curative treat-
ment is still an option by providing CT scans to 

over 800 high-risk patients over three years. This 
project has already confirmed 20 lung cancer 
diagnoses, all detected at an early stage when 
it is most important and will contribute answers 
to the body of knowledge that will tell us who to 
screen, and when. 

targeted therapies

The future of cancer treatment will continue to 
rely heavily on personalized medicine to ensure 
each patient gets the right treatment at the right 
time. One of the most exciting targeted therapies 
moving at a swift pace is called CAR-T cell therapy 
whereby “T-cells” are removed from the body, 

modified in the lab to attack malignant cells, and 
then returned to the body, where they will seek 
and destroy cancer cells. There is already a sig-
nificant amount of promising work emerging in 
Alberta that is bound to deliver impactful results.

traditional treatment techniques

Twenty years ago, cancer treatment plans were known 
as “blanket treatments”—targeting the whole body 
and hoping for the best. While radiation therapy and 
chemotherapy still play an important role in cancer 
treatment today, they can also be time consuming and 
include side effects, such as hair loss, nausea, fatigue, 
and damage to tissue in the treated area.

precision medicine

We are currently living in the era of “precision 
medicine”—tailoring treatment plans to individual 
patients, by identifying who will respond to certain 
types of treatment best. For instance, researchers 
in Edmonton are studying biomarkers that will tell 
them which breast cancer patients would benefit 
from taxane chemotherapy and which wouldn’t, 
saving invaluable time to find alternative treatments 
and avoiding unnecessary toxic therapy.

immunotherapies 
Significant strides have been made in the field of 
immunotherapies—using the immune system to 
attack cancer cells. Immunotherapy clinical trials 
at the Cross Cancer Institute, for example, have 
changed the way late-stage melanoma patients 
are treated and survival rates are dramatically 
improving.

holistic shift 
Fifty years ago, only one in four of those diagnosed with 
cancer survived. There was little focus on survivorship 
or quality of life, as the goal was acute treatment. In the 
last few decades there has been a significant shift to a 
holistic view, and evidence has shown that address-
ing the whole person—spiritual, mental, emotional and 
physical—eases the cancer journey and improves patient 
outcomes.

psychosocial support programs

More than ever before, patients have access to an 
array of psychosocial support programs that aim 
to improve quality of life throughout all stages of 
the cancer journey—from prevention to survivor-
ship or palliative care. Current programs such as 
patient financial assistance and patient navigators 
ensure support is there when needed. 

improved treatment options

Improved treatment options such as oral chemo-
therapy and clinical trials taking place outside of 
major cancer centres also allow patients to be 
treated closer to home, meaning they can focus 
on what matters most—healing.

THEN NOW ON THE HORIZON

personalized reconstruction options 
As cancer research continues to grow, an in- 
creased quality of life for patients will follow suit. 
For example, researchers in Edmonton have 
already made groundbreaking discoveries in 
reconstructive medicine, engineering custom-

made nose cartilage for head and neck cancer 
patients who have had major deformities after 
extensive treatment or surgery. The next step will 
be to translate that knowledge from the lab to 
the bedside of patients.
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Your support is more crucial now 

than ever to enable innovation in 

research, treatment and care. The 

rapid pace of scientific advances has  

ushered in a new era of medicine  

for cancer patients. We are excited 

to see what the next few years bring, 

and are grateful for your continued 

support. Thank you for making life 

better for Albertans facing cancer.

2018 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

(IN $THOUSANDS) 2018 2017 2016 2015

FUNDRAISING AND  
INVESTMENTS

Fundraising and Net Investment 42,398 30,023 37,305 43,867

Fundraising Costs 10,125 10,071 10,562 11,917

OTHER REVENUES

Lotteries, net 1,998 1,107 1,157 666

Grants 284 541 1,542 1,676

ADMINISTRATION AND  
OPERATING EXPENSES

Administration Costs 3,196 3,000 2,976 2,750

Awareness and Public  
Engagement Costs

876 979 1,221 1,291

USE OF FUNDS

Investment in Programs 17,618 16,145 21,150 20,134

Held for Future Commitments 12,865 1,476 4,096 10,118

3 YEAR AVERAGES 2018 2017 2016 2015

Fundraising Cost          28.6% 29.7% 27.5% 27.0%

Administration Cost 8.5% 8.1% 7.0% 6.7%

Marketing Cost 2.8% 3.1% 3.3% 2.9%

Investment to Mission 60.1% 59.1% 62.2% 63.4%

Complete audited financial 
statements are available  
online at albertacancer.ca



 WITH YOUR HELP 

 WE ARE 
IMPACTING CANCER, 

 RIGHT HERE, 
 RIGHT NOW.

THANK YOU 
 FOR CONTINUING 
TO MAKE LIFE 

 BETTER 
 FOR ALBERTANS 
 FACING CANCER.


