
YOUR SCHOOL’S NEXT GREAT SUCCESS

STORY STARTS HERE

High School Fundraising Package



Host an event or start a campaign. Pump up the school spirit! Bring 
on the competition and challenge a rival school! Battle it out on the 
field, take the competition online, or perhaps show your support by 
coloring your hair and shaving your head. 

Let your imagination run wild! You might be surprised with what you 
come up with. There are countless options for fundraising. Here are 
some ideas, but you are welcome to do something different:

• Head Shaves
• Bake Sales
• Read-a-thons
• Bike-a-thons
• Merchandise Sales
• Read-a-thons
• Bike-a-thons
• Art and Craft Fairs
• Barbecues
• Pancake Breakfast Fundraisers
• Sport Competitions
• Gaming Marathons
• Colour Run Fundraisers

Or go with a ‘Just Ask Campaign!’ Set up an online fundraising page 
at albertacancer.ca today!

Get Involved!

The Alberta Cancer Foundation is proud to continue investing 
in local and regional cancer centres to power change and 

accelerate discovery right here at home.



As the official fundraising partner of all 17 Alberta Health Services cancer centres 
in Alberta, including the Cross Cancer Institute in Edmonton and the Tom Baker 
Cancer Centre in Calgary - the Alberta Cancer Foundation really understands 
patients and their families.

Cancer doesn’t discriminate by geography, and Albertans across the province 
are facing this disease every day. Thanks to support from our fundraisers, we 
can help provide enhanced care to all cancer centres in Alberta, so that patients 
receive excellence in care and the majority of treatments within 100km of their 
home. World-class equipment, technology and personnel in these centres are 
changing the lives of patients facing cancer as well as their families.

Alberta Cancer Foundation

The Alberta Cancer Foundation is focused on making life better for 
Albertans facing cancer. We take a bold approach to help provide 
Albertans with access to the best cancer treatment and care. 

Cancer Centres: Closer to home From the Lethbridge skyline to the 
canola fields  in Barrhead – we stand alongside every Albertan  who 
hears the words, “you have cancer.” Directly supporting the 17 Alberta 
Health Services cancer centres – including the Cross Cancer  Institute 
and the Tom Baker Cancer Centre – we  make a difference in the lives 
of patients in  every community.

Cancer Journey: All types, every step. 
We stand alongside patients during every step of their cancer 
journey, no matter the type of cancer they are facing. By investing 
in groundbreaking research and programs, we power progress for 
all patients.

Investment Framework: Innovative approach 
We invest donor dollars in initiatives that provide real-life returns. 
We actively manage results-oriented investments in world-class 
cancer research, life-saving prevention and screening initiatives,  
and patient-first enhanced care programs. Our investments have 
a direct line-of-sight to patient outcomes: faster diagnoses, better 
treatments, enhanced quality of life, and positive outcomes.

What Makes The Alberta Cancer Foundation Different?

VISION

A cancer-free future.

PURPOSE

To create more moments for Albertans facing cancer by inspiring 
our community to give innovation in detection, treatment and care.



Every day, 53 Albertans hear the words “you have cancer.” But these aren’t just 
statistics, these are our families, our friends and our neighbours. And although 
progress is being made every day, we are all impatient for results. 

Together, we can seek out and support the most promising research and care 
programs that will provide real-life returns. Cancer patients returning to their 
lives. Parents returning to young children. Employees returning to work. People 
from all over our province returning, in the thousands, to their communities. 
What greater return on investment could there possibly be? 

With your help, we can create more moments for Albertans and their families 
facing cancer by investing in initiatives that:

• Diagnose Cancer Earlier
• Improve Cancer Treatments
• Improve Quality of Life for Albertans Facing Cancer
• Reduce the Risk of Cancer

Make an Inspiring Impact!

Each year, on the first Wednesday in March, a 
plaid-clad bagpiper leads a steady stream of 
excited students into the cafeteria of Bellerose 
Composite High School, where posters with catchy 
team names hang above and stationary bikes sit in 
waiting. This annual scene is all a part of the official 
opening ceremony for Bellerose’s annual 48-hour 
Bike-A-Thon. 

The biggest event of the year at the St. Albert 
school, the Bike-A-Thon brings students and faculty 
together to raise money for cancer research and 
care. Students sign up in January as teams of 10 to 
12, and each team must raise a minimum of $1,500 
to take part. They fundraise through bottle drives, 
bake sales and selling homemade items like badges 
in front of local grocery stores. They also ask for 
pledges, creating their own pledge pages through 
the Alberta Cancer Foundation website. Then, 
during the event itself, students ride for 48 hours on 
those stationary bikes in the cafeteria, taking one-
hour shifts among team members. The determined 
bikers are kept entertained by live bands, movies, 
competitions and even a hypnotist.

The Bike-A-Thon began in 2004 and was kickstarted 
by Sue Leighton — a social studies teacher at 
Bellerose and the event’s coordinator — as well 
as her teaching partner, Dawn Rothwell, and five 
other staff members. Leighton and Rothwell had 
joined a Cops for Cancer triathlon team and were 
brainstorming ways to raise money. Inspired by 
a bike-a-thon fundraiser they’d heard about at 
another organization, they decided to take the idea 
to the school — and a legacy was born.
Bellerose’s very first Bike-A-Thon had 10 teams 
(approximately 90 students) participating. Now, 
there are around 850 students and staff who take 
part each year.

Since the event’s launch in 2004, the students 
of Bellerose have peddled enough kilometres to 
travel approximately 17 times around the globe, 
and have raised more than $2.4 million for cancer 
research, with the majority of these funds being 
directed toward the Alberta Cancer Foundation in 
support of the Cross Cancer Institute. These funds 
have allowed the Cross Cancer Institute to not 
only deliver specialized care to those facing cancer, 
but also to continually push the pace of discovery 
with cutting-edge technologies and research that 
provide real-life returns for Albertans.

A Success Story!

Start your Challenge Campaign today!

Redefine the future for Albertans facing cancer


