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Celebrating Real-life Impact Thanks to You

What does impact mean to you? For us at the Alberta Cancer Foundation, it means creating more moments for 
Albertans facing cancer. More birthdays. More celebrations. More memories. More time with loved ones. This 
impact, these moments, would not be possible without the generosity from donors like you. Thank you for 
making the following – and so many more – stories, breakthroughs and moments possible.

Patient Story: Ashley Nicole Yoisten

Ringing the Bell With Real-Life Impact

In January 2020, Ashley Yoisten, 

a young mother of two, had her 

world fl ipped upside down. 

When the now 35-year-old began 

to notice irritation in her breast, 

she consulted her family doctor, 

who suggested she go for a 

mammogram and ultrasound. 

“I never thought that it would 

be cancer at any point in time. 

I truly just felt that it was a cyst 

or a blockage of some sort,”

said Ashley.

Sadly, it was cancer. Ashley was 

HER2+, grade 3, stage 3A. While 

waiting to defi ne the likely next 

steps, Ashley got even more 

heartbreaking news – her mom 

was also diagnosed with cancer. 

“It was alarming to realize that 

it could be genetic and that my 

sister could be at risk as well or 

potentially my kids or my nieces 

and nephews,” said Ashley.

Ashley, an independent person, 

who rarely asked for help, leaned 

on the kindness and support of 

her family and loved ones who 

supported her through every 

step of her journey. “There was 

so much love and support for 

me, my kids and my husband. 

They were there to catch us and 

support us for everything we 

needed,” said Ashley.

After a double mastectomy, 

25 rounds of radiation and 17 

infusions, Ashley rang the bell 

at Tom Baker Cancer Centre in 

December of 2021, signifying her 

remission. Surely a day that she 

will remember for a lifetime. A 

day that would not be possible 

without the generosity of donors.

GRATEFUL PATIENT

Ashley Nicole Yoisten
and family

To learn more about 
the Ashley’s story, visit: 
albertacancer.ca/ashley

https://www.albertacancer.ca/the-power-of-gratitude-ashley-yoisten-shares-her-story/
https://www.albertacancer.ca/the-power-of-gratitude-ashley-yoisten-shares-her-story/


Libin Family Gift to the Calgary Cancer Centre

The Ongoing Impact of 
Generational Giving

As children growing up in the 

mid-1940s, Phil and Harriet 

Libin learned the importance 

of giving back at an early age 

from their respective families. 

Today, the Libins are well-known 

as dedicated fundraisers and 

philanthropists in Calgary. They 

started the Phillip and Harriet 

Libin Family Foundation in 2009 

to help support various local 

organizations and initiatives.  

Sadly, the Libins lost their 

daughter, Sheryl, to cancer in 

2017. With Sheryl’s passing, Phil, 

Harriet and their son, Stuart, 

wanted to find a meaningful 

way to keep her memory alive. 

In hopes of helping all Albertans 

facing cancer, they donated  

$3 million to the Alberta Cancer 

Foundation in support of breast 

cancer research and clinical trials 

at the new Calgary Cancer Centre. 

With this state-of-the-art cancer 

centre opening its doors in 2023, 

the Alberta Cancer Foundation, 

in partnership with the University 

of Calgary and Alberta Health 

Services, has launched the OWN.

CANCER campaign to raise $250 

million in support of enhanced 

research, treatment and care 

within the centre. 

“Sheryl will have been gone for 

five years in May,” says Harriet. 

“I always said to Phil, ‘We have 

to find some way that will be 

meaningful to keep Sheryl’s 

memory alive.’ And when the 

Calgary Cancer Centre came up, 

we thought it would be a perfect 

place because it’s meaningful for 

us and because we went through 

the process with her.”

The Philip and Harriet Libin 

Auditorium, named in their 

honour, will offer tremendous 

impact to patients by housing 

patient advisory meetings, support 

groups and lectures and that’s 

only the beginning. 

“This will be a centre of 

excellence for research,” says 

Phil. “Educational lectures in this 

auditorium are going to be key 

to the patients who are travelling 

along their cancer journey. For 

Sheryl, she was sitting on pins 

and needles wondering, ‘What is 

this disease doing, how quickly is 

it moving?’ The unknown is the 

scariest. So, this auditorium will 

be a venue to provide a source of 

information and can help cancer 

patients start to see how their 

journey is going to fall into place.”

When it opens next year, the 

1.3-million square foot Calgary 

Cancer Centre will have capacity 

to treat more cancer patients with 

increased space for clinical trials 

that is currently available at the 

Tom Baker Cancer Centre. It will 

also contain 110,000-square feet 

of dedicated research space. 

“I really hope this centre will give 

people confidence knowing they 

have a place to take their loved 

one to be cared for,” says Harriet. 

“I hope that in the not-too-distant 

future, they’ll find cures for some 

of these cancers or make things 

easier for people if they can’t be 

fully cured. I think Sheryl would 

be honoured to know that we 

remember her in this way, and 

she’s in our hearts always.”

https://owncancer.ca/blog/giving-through-generations/


Giving back is a generational 

habit for the Libins. Sheryl 

shared the same generous spirit 

as the rest of her family, as she 

and Stuart followed in their 

parents’ footsteps to volunteer 

and lend a helping hand to 

anyone in need.

“We want to do this in memory 

of Sheryl and in honour of 

Stuart,” says Phil. 

The Libins’ lessons — their 

generational generosity — will 

continue to have a lasting 

impact here in Calgary and  

will make a tremendous 

difference for cancer patients  

at the Calgary Cancer Centre 

and beyond.

To learn more about 
the Libins’ story, visit: 
owncancer.ca/libin

Kipnes Family Support of the 

Alberta Cancer Foundation 

The Impact of Images on 
Enhanced Patient Care

Dianne and Irving Kipnes, 

well-known Edmonton 

philanthropists, are outstanding 

leaders in advancing research 

and medical care in Alberta. In 

2008, Dianne and Irving Kipnes 

made a $5 million gift to create 

an endowment with the Alberta 

Cancer Foundation to fund the 

Dianne and Irving Kipnes Chair in 

Radiopharmaceutical Sciences. 

Dr. Frank Wuest, originally from 

Germany, joined the University 

of Alberta and the Cross Cancer 

Institute as the first Chair. In 

December 2021, Dr. Wuest was 

also named Chair, Faculty of 

Medicine & Dentistry - Oncology 

Department. 

Over the past 13 years as the 

Dianne and Irving Kipnes Chair, 

Dr. Wuest and his team have 

developed novel radiotracers and 

paired them with exquisite PET 

imaging to determine the most 

effective way to treat tumours 

at a molecular level. This type of 

personalized approach to cancer 

care ensures the right treatments 

are used for the right person, at 

the right time. 

Now, the team is looking to 

establish a radiotherapy research 

program to deliver even more 

impact for Albertans facing 

cancer. The team is particularly 

thrilled about the opportunity 

to advance and implement the 

promise of theranostics (an 

approach that combines cancer 

diagnostic and therapeutic 

capabilities into a single agent) 

by building a complementary 

radiotherapy program to their 

existing imaging biomarker 

program.

The Dianne and Irving Kipnes 

Chair in Radiopharmaceutical 

Sciences was the foundation for 

Dr. Wuest and his research team’s 

leading-edge work including 

creation of the highly successful 

and productive imaging 

biomarkers research program. As 

Irving Kipnes states, “These are 

areas of science that nobody else, 

or very few, are following”, adding 

“There is a need for this, and the 

government can’t do it all. It has 

to be filled in with the rest of us.”

To learn about the ground-

breaking work being done by  

Dr. Wuest and his team, thanks 

to the generosity of Dianne and 

Irving Kipnes, please visit:  

To learn more about the 
Kipnes Chair story, visit: 
albertacancer.ca/kipnes

https://owncancer.ca/blog/giving-through-generations/
https://www.albertacancer.ca/the-impact-of-images-on-enhanced-patient-care/
https://www.albertacancer.ca/the-impact-of-images-on-enhanced-patient-care/


THANK YOU

Thank you for creating more moments 
for Albertans facing cancer. Together, 
we are making a diff erence. albertacancer.ca

Charitable registration number
11878 0477 RR0001

i-MPACT (Immune-Mediated Pathophysiology 

& Clinical Triage) Podcast

A New Kind of i-MPACT

Have you ever wanted to learn 

more about the cutting-edge 

cancer research taking place 

across Alberta at this very 

moment? Subscribe to the 

recently launched i-MPACT 

podcast to hear from researcher, 

Dr. John Walker, as he interviews 

some of the brightest minds 

in cancer research about the 

leading-edge immunotherapy 

movement and the impact it’s 

having on cancer patients right 

here in Alberta. 

Each episode discusses proactive, 

longitudinal care as well as 

toxicity management strategies 

with the focus of improving the 

care of patients treated with 

immunotherapy. The discussions 

are designed with both health 

professionals and patients in 

mind, allowing for new ideas to 

be shared, treatments explained, 

and to make this information 

as accessible as possible—in a 

format that’s easy to interpret.

Thank you to our partners at 

Alberta Health Services Cancer 

Care for making this possible. This 

program was supported by a grant 

from Bristol Myers Squibb.

To subscribe to the 
i-MPACT podcast, 
please visit: 

iTunes: apple.co/3tLlI06

Spotify: spoti.fi /3IkRp4o

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/i-mpact-immune-mediated-pathophysiology-clinical-triage/id1602718457
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/i-mpact-immune-mediated-pathophysiology-clinical-triage/id1602718457
https://open.spotify.com/episode/43K9FjtWEPXvEHqtcTafyd?si=sYQqvo60TgCEsgUT0QD2qA&utm_source=copy-link&nd=1
https://www.albertacancer.ca
https://www.facebook.com/albertacancerfoundation
https://twitter.com/albertacancer
https://www.youtube.com/user/ABCancerFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/albertacancer/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/alberta-cancer-foundation/mycompany/
https://www.albertacancer.ca



