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T his is a story about Albertans. This is a story about the Alberta Cancer Foundation.  
This is a story about YOU. 

Over the last year, you made patients comfortable during chemotherapy. You provided 
financial assistance across the province. You helped ignite the imaginations of the brightest 
researchers, so we can bring their discoveries to patients, faster.

 In the last year, Albertans made almost 600,000 visits into cancer centres across this 
province. No matter where they lived, you were there for every step of the journey. From 
Fort McMurray to Medicine Hat, you stood alongside cancer patients. From the moment 
patients heard the words, “you have cancer,” you helped us offer three words in return:  
“We will help.” 

 At the Alberta Cancer Foundation, we have charted a new course for investing. One that will 
speed up clinical trials, shorten recovery times and provide even better care for patients 
and families. Our investments in the brightest minds, technology, care and research show 
measurable returns. We have a new sense of urgency for results. 

 Because of our investments, cancer risk factors are reduced, faster diagnosis and effective 
treatment are provided, and cancer patients and their families have improved quality of life. 

 While we celebrate the years of research that have brought us to the point where more than 
100,000 Albertans are alive today after a cancer diagnosis—the work we do today is crucial 
to achieving the next advancements that will save even more lives.

 In this report, we will show you how your investments create more moments for Albertans. 
That is the most powerful return we can ask for: loved ones returning to their communities, 
their families, their friends and their jobs.  

 Thank you for making life better for Albertans facing cancer. 
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Myka Osinchuk, CEO Angela Boehm, Chair

Clinical trials also answer two important 
questions: does the new treatment work in 
people and is it safe? The Alberta Cancer 
Foundation supports every single clinical 
trial that takes place in Alberta, and over the 
past five years has given 6,000 Albertans 
the opportunity to take part in life‑saving 
clinical trials.

Kimberley Boulton is one of those Albertans 
who is benefitting from a clinical trial.

The amount the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation has 
invested into clinical trials 
over the last five years.

Life-saving 
Clinical Trials
A lberta is already considered a leader in clinical trials, thanks, in part, to more than $20 million 
invested by the Alberta Cancer Foundation over the last five years. We can continue to push for more 
treatments and more access for Albertans. 

Clinical trials give patients access to new treatment, years before it is available to the general public. 
They are the key to improving cancer treatments and testing the next big discovery for patients. 
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LIVING A FULL LIFE 
When I learned I had breast cancer, I was training for 
a marathon, one I hoped would qualify me for the 
legendary Boston Marathon. At my doctor for a calf 
injury, I asked her to look at a lump. 

I was 32 and a personal trainer with no family history 
of cancer. The word cancer was a shock. I worried 
about my future, but also my current quality of life.

Then I heard about a new clinical trial that offered a 
biological treatment instead of the standard, and often 
harsh, chemotherapy. This trial is led here in Alberta. 
So far, the results have been excellent. My cancer has 
been shrinking and I am tolerating this treatment well. 

So are many other women.

I am living a full life. I continue to do things I love. I 
recently tried stand up paddle boarding, have been 
running and still have energy for my nephews. I 
wouldn’t be able to do these things, create these 
moments, without this clinical trial.

The work 
we do today 
is crucial to 
achieving 
the next 
advancements 
that will 
save even 
more lives.

”

“

$20
  million
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See how your 
investment created 

more moments 
in Kimberley’s life.
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6000 
ALBERTANS 
over the past five 
years took part in 
clinical trials.

Kimberley 
Boulton 

PA
T

IE
N

T
 S

T
O

R
Y

I am living a full 
life. I continue to 
do things I love... 
I wouldn’t be 
able to do these 
things, create 
these moments, 
without this 
clinical trial.

”

“
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A lung cancer diagnosis is often 
devastating—despite advances 
in treatment, there has been little 
improvement in survival rates over the 
past 25 years. But, the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation is hoping to change 
that. Thanks to you, a provincial pilot 
program to develop and implement 
a lung cancer screening program 
has begun. If successful, Alberta will 
be the first province in Canada to 
offer this service which will facilitate 
earlier detection and treatment. Once 
researchers determine who should be 
screened and how often, this program 
could save the lives of more than 100 
Albertans every year. Recruitment for 
the pilot project is underway. 

$2.5 million over 5 years

LUNG CANCER 
SCREENING PROGRAM

M eaningful Investments Unfolding to Measurable Results.  

Together, we make life better for Albertans facing cancer. This is why we are pushing the boundaries, asking the hard 
questions, and investing where we will have a direct impact on patient outcomes. We ensure our donors are getting the 
best return on every dollar. 

With our 100 investments across Alberta, we are reducing people’s risk of developing cancer, diagnosing cancer earlier, 
improving the effectiveness of cancer treatments, and improving the care and quality of life for cancer patients and their 
families. No matter where they hear the words, “you have cancer,” the investments we make today are changing lives.

Here are some of the ways you are making life better for Albertans facing cancer.
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Three years ago, the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation rolled out a provincial 
patient navigator program to all 
15 community cancer centres 
outside of Calgary and Edmonton. 
Alberta Cancer Foundation Patient 
Navigators assist patients who 
are struggling with the emotional, 
financial and physical components 
of their diagnosis. They explain 
how treatment will work and can 
answer questions ranging from 
where to find dressing for surgery 
wounds to how to deal with the 
financial burden of travelling often 
for treatment. Since the program 
began, 5,000 Albertans have been 
supported by Alberta Cancer 
Foundation Patient Navigators. 

$4.6 million

ALBERTA CANCER 
FOUNDATION PATIENT 
NAVIGATORS

A new investment into immunotherapy will 
look to harness the power of the immune 
system in cancer patients. A ‘dream team’ 
of scientists are investigating a novel way of 
treating cancer. They will use small molecules 
aimed at specific targeted binding sites 
to jumpstart the body’s T cells to fight off 
cancer. Using the IBM Blue super computer, 
the team is able to simulate our physiological 
environment and mimic the behaviour in 
human cells. Their small molecules could be 
compared to “a magic drug” that can be used 
against many types of cancer. A potential 
game changer in cancer therapy worldwide, 
starting right here in Alberta. 

$5.4 million over 5 years

IMMUNOTHERAPY 

Colon cancer continues to be 
one of the prevalent cancers in 
Alberta. Most patients will receive 
surgery, and almost one half 
will require chemotherapy and 
radiation, in addition to surgery. 
Despite advances in treatment and 
screening, 40 per cent of patients 
will not survive. Dr. Michael Weinfeld 
and his team are hoping to discover 
a novel and promising line of 
chemotherapeutics that will increase 
survival and improved quality of 
life for colorectal cancer patients. If 
successful, their discoveries could 
be applied to other cancer types, 
impacting more tumour sites.

$2.9 million over 4 years

ENHANCED THERAPIES 
FOR COLORECTAL 
CANCER 

This two‑year pilot project at the Tom 
Baker Cancer Centre will allow breast 
cancer survivors the opportunity 
to recover from mastectomies at 
home—improving patient care, while 
reducing costs for the healthcare 
system by integrating enhanced 
recovery into routine implant‑based 
breast cancer care. 

$100,000 over 2 years

BREAST 
RECONSTRUCTION

Progress is being made for the 
2,700 Alberta men who hear the 
words “you have cancer” every 
year. Most recently, the Lewis 
Lab has recruited nearly 1,000 
patients from across the province 
to donate biological samples to a 
world‑class database. With these 
samples, researchers are trying to 
determine which cancerous cells 
are at risk of metastasizing and 
how we can manage this spreading 
with the development of a new 
“glue‑like” drug.  

$9.9 million over 7 years

ADVANCED PROSTATE 
SCREENING

Early screening tests exist for 
cancers like breast, colon and 
prostate. Currently, there isn’t one 
for ovarian. Over the next five years, 
Dr. Lynne Postovit’s lab hopes to 
develop a biomarker to detect 
ovarian cancer at its beginning 
stages, when it’s localized and highly 
curable. She is looking closely at 
what is surrounding the cancer cells, 
causing it to spread. 

$575,000 over 5 years

OVARIAN CANCER

The Tomorrow Project has reached 
its goal of collecting biological 
samples from 50,000 participants 
across the province, to help 
understand what causes cancer. 
For the last few years, mobile study 
units travelled more than 220,000 
kms (equivalent to circling around 
the world five times) recruiting 
participants. Onoway, Alberta 
earned the distinction of most 
participants per capita. The potential 
for discovery is enormous and now 
is the time for researchers to dig 
deeply into this unique data source, 
to test theories, study ideas and keep 
asking questions until answers are 
found.

$5.3 million over 6 years

TOMORROW PROJECT

The Alberta Cancer Foundation 
announced the first two projects 
funded by the Dr. Murray E. 
Mickleborough Interfacial 
Biomechanics Research Program 
last year, improving quality of life for 
head and neck cancer patients. The 
groundbreaking research includes 
a project that will grow customized 
cartilage in the lab using the patient’s 
existing stem cells. The newest 
investments complement a new 
technology called MobilT that will 
allow patients to receive swallowing 
therapy remotely, improving quality 
of life after a reconstructive surgery.

$2.2 million over 5 years

HEAD AND  
NECK CANCER

Radiation oncologists at the Tom Baker 
Cancer Centre performed the first breast 
brachytherapy surgery on a patient in 
Alberta. Using a radiation “seed,” patients 
receive their radiation therapy on the go. It 
is a single, one‑day treatment performed 
under a combination of local anesthesia 
and sedation. Through the use of ultrasound 
guided needles, skin templates and computer 
planning, small radioactive seeds can be 
placed into the breast. Because the radiation 
is confined to the tumour area, risk of 
exposure to other organs is significantly 
decreased. This means a quicker recovery, 
reduced long‑term side effects and 
ultimately, a better quality of life for patients. 
Since launching the project, 16 patients have 
been treated using this new method, and 
treatment time for patients has been reduced 
from over 20 therapy sessions down to a 
1‑1.5 hour operation. 

$170,000 

BREAST  
BRACHYTHERAPY 

 Thanks to an investment from the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation, radical improvements in 
radiation therapy have drastically shortened 
the number of sessions required for lung 
cancer patients.

Stereotactic body radiation therapy (SBRT) 
delivers a higher dose of radiation over a 
more condensed period of time, cutting 
treatment duration by a third. The high‑dose 
radiation isolates tumours in the body over 
a shorter course of treatment, with fewer 
side effects than currently experienced with 
conventional radiation treatment.

Prior to the introduction of SBRT, therapy for 
lung cancer patients often took between four 
to seven weeks, or upwards of 30 visits. That 
has since dropped to between four and five 
weeks and fewer visits ‑ giving lung cancer 
patients more moments. 

$678,500 over 2 years

STEREOTACTIC BODY 
RADIATION THERAPY 
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2015 Fundraising & Net Investment 
Income Breakdown

Revenue from Fundraising & Net Investment Income

(in $ millions)

$15.9

Special Events

$12.7

Net Investment Income

$15.2

Individual Philanthropy

$43.8

Total Fundraising and  
Net Investment Income

Investment in Programs

(in $ millions)

$5.0

Enhanced Care and 
Prevention & Screening

$15.1

Research*†

$20.1

Total Investment 
in Programs

*  Including research  
programs that directly  
benefit Albertans’ lives  
by detecting cancer  
earlier and reducing risk.  

†  Includes building 
research endowments.

Complete audited financial statements are available online at albertacancer.ca
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2015 ANNUAL REPORT - FINANCIAL SUMMARY

(in $ thousands) 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011
Fundraising and Investment Income

Fundraising and Net Investment Income 43,867 39,388 40,236 37,771 38,565

Fundraising Costs 11,917 10,610 10,780 10,315 9,655

Net Fundraising and Investments 31,950 28,778 29,456 27,456 28,910

Fundraising Costs % of Revenue 27% 27% 27% 27% 25%

Administration Expenses

Operating Expenses 2,750 2,709 2,849 2,370 2,311

Awareness and Public Engagement 1,291 1,388 897 995 831

Total Administration Expenses 4,041 4,097 3,746 3,365 3,142

Administration costs % of Revenue 6% 7% 7% 6% 6%

Public Engagement costs % of Revenue 3% 3% 2% 3% 2%

% Available for Cause 64% 63% 64% 64% 67%

Other Revenues

Lotteries, Net 666 929 693 752 539

Grants Received/Grants Returned 1,676 1,331 153 495 16,237

Net Revenue Before Use of Funds 30,252 26,941 26,554 25,338 42,544

Investment in Programs

Endowment Building and Research 15,175 16,774 17,750 21,934 25,432

Enhanced Care and Prevention & Screening 4,959 4,837 5,471 6,431 3,841

TOTAL FUNDS INVESTED 20,134 21,611 23,221 28,365 29,273

Statement of Revenue, Expenses and Fund 
Balances for the Year Ended March 31, 2015

12 13
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What a life saver. 
We were able to 
focus on healing, 
rather than 
worrying about 
finances. 
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3000 
ALBERTANS 
In 2014‑15, the Patient 
Financial Assistance 
Program was accessed 
more than 3000 times 
by Albertans in need.
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Patient Financial 
Assistance Program
C ancer can be a huge strain on the finances. People are often forced to cash in their 
retirement funds and use up their savings to make ends meet during treatment. The costs can be so 
overwhelming that some patients will decide not to have life‑saving therapy like a transplant, and 
instead opt to save travel costs by choosing a lesser treatment. 
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You have helped the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation provide financial support to 
patients in need, easing their cancer journey. 

The Alberta Cancer Foundation Patient 
Financial Assistance Program covers costs 
such as housing, medication, transportation 
and childcare. In 2014‑15, the program was 
accessed more than 3000 times (up from 
500 in 2010) but we know the demand will 
continue to grow. 

The Alberta Cancer 
Foundation provides 
$750 thousand dollars per 
year to patients in need 
of financial support while 
undergoing treatment.   

$750
Thousand 
per year

That’s the number of 
Albertans who hear the 
words, “you have cancer”, 
every year. We offer three 
in return: “we will help.” 

16,000

PUTTING THE FOCUS WHERE 
IT BELONGS, HEALING 
I first heard the words, “you have cancer,” 
15 years ago. I heard it again four years ago. 
This time the lymphoma was aggressive. I had 
months to live. 

Luckily, Dr. Douglas Stewart in Calgary said he 
could put me on a drug cocktail that would give 
me a 50 per cent chance. We took it. I had to. I 
have six grandchildren, a wife who needs me, 
and a family I wasn’t ready to say goodbye to. 

We lived in Calgary with our daughter for four 
months, but the expense of medications, and 
travel back home began to add up. Our social 
worker, Holly Minor, suggested we apply for the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation’s Patient Financial 
Assistance Program. What a life saver. We were 
able to focus on healing, rather than worrying 
about finances.

I made a list of things I wanted to do once out of 
the hospital: teach my grandkids to ride horses, 
change my yard, and own a piece of land by the 
river. I wanted to live for those moments.  

And I did… I was so thankful for all the support, I 
threw a corn party for 190 people in Taber. 

I checked off everything on my list. The truth is, 
the last four years have been the most enjoyable 
of all. I can’t wait for my next moments.  
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Making an Impact

In order for us to continue delivering the biggest 
possible results for patients, we are making 
meaningful investments that will bring Albertans 
the next advancements of cancer care.

Every year, we look at the best projects that will 
have the biggest return on investment. 

We invest in excellence–to meet our mandate, not  
a number target. 

We make investments that matter. Investments 
that lead to more moments for Albertans.

W e have lofty goals for our investments. After all, our investments impact every Albertan facing 
cancer in this province right now. Thanks in part to Alberta Cancer Foundation investment, more than 
120,000 Albertans previously diagnosed with cancer are alive today. But we know that this is a more 
crucial time than ever. 

2015 ANNUAL REPORT
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See how your 
investment created 
more moments 
in Brian’s life.



INVESTING 
WHERE WE 
CAN DELIVER 
THE BIGGEST 
POSSIBLE 
PATIENT 
RETURNS Last year, 45,000 Albertans received treatment in their local cancer centres. 

We work closely with our partners at Alberta Health Services to help provide 
the best possible care for Albertans from the moment they walk through 
those doors, no matter where they live. We leave our footprint on the patient 
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1,900 Alberta families 
are part of a study to 
improve the palliative 
care experience, and 
ensure that patients and 
families are supported 
through this process. 

CALGARY / EDMONTON

PALLIATIVE CARE 
IMPROVEMENTS

PET‑MR is a state‑
of‑the‑art research 
tool. This innovative 
technology seeks 
to decrease patient 
exposure to radiation by 
50 per cent. 

EDMONTON / CENTRAL AB

PET/MR 

A ‘dream team’ 
of scientists are 
investigating a novel 
way of treating cancer 
by stimulating the 
body’s immune system 
to naturally attack 
cancerous tumours.

EDMONTON / CENTRAL AB

IMMUNOTHERAPY

39 trainee programs 
ensure Albertans 
continue to benefit 
from world‑class 
trained oncologists and 
cancer professionals. 

CALGARY / EDMONTON

TRAINEE  
PROGRAMS

We enhance patient 
care by adding blanket 
warmers, privacy 
curtains, reclining 
treatment chairs and 
TVs in waiting rooms, 
to improve patient and 
family comfort. 

PROVINCIAL

PATIENT  
COMFORT 

Clinical trials are the 
engine that drives life‑
saving treatment. As a 
result of Alberta Cancer 
Foundation investment, 
Albertans have 
access to therapies 
years before they are 
available to the general 
public.

CALGARY / EDMONTON

CLINICAL  
TRIALS

Screening for Distress 
helps front‑line staff 
identify issues that are 
negatively affecting 
cancer patients 
throughout various 
points of their journey, 
so solutions can be 
developed to improve 
their overall well‑being. 

RURAL / PROVINCIAL

SCREENING FOR 
DISTRESS

The Alberta Cancer 
Foundation provides 
financial support 
to patients in need 
undergoing treatment. 
This program covers 
costs such as housing, 
food, childcare 
and transport. 

RURAL / PROVINCIAL

PATIENT FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM (PFAP)

We invest in healing 
arts across the province 
allowing patients and 
families a brief reprieve 
from cancer—from 
journaling, to weaving 
to sculpturing. 

RURAL / PROVINCIAL

HEALING ARTS

A provincial pilot lung 
cancer screening 
program, is focused on 
detecting early stage 
lung cancer when it is 
most treatable.

PROVINCIAL

PROVINCIAL LUNG 
CANCER SCREENING 
PROGRAM

Thanks to an investment 
from the Alberta Cancer 
Foundation, radical 
improvements in 
radiation therapy have 
drastically shortened 
the number of sessions 
required for lung cancer 
patients. Stereotactic 
body radiation therapy 
delivers a higher dose 
of radiation over a more 
condensed period of 
time, cutting treatment 
duration by a third. 
 

EDMONTON/CALGARY/
SOUTHERN AB

STEREOTACTIC 
BODY RADIATION 
THERAPY

Radiation oncologists 
performed the first 
breast brachytherapy 
surgery on a patient in 
Alberta last year. Since 
launching the project, 
16 patients have been 
treated using this new 
method which involves 
inserting radioactive 
seeds near the tumour. 

CALGARY / SOUTHERN AB

BREAST 
BRACHYTHERAPY

A team of scientists 
from Calgary are 
now working to start 
a Canadian clinical 
trial that will include 
glioblastoma patients 
across the country. 
 

CALGARY / SOUTHERN AB

GLIOBLASTOMA 
RESEARCH

Patient and family satisfaction has increased by 
15 per cent since navigators were introduced three 
years ago, and the number of ER visits has dropped 
by seven per cent. 

PROVINCIAL

ALBERTA CANCER FOUNDATION  
PATIENT NAVIGATORS

REGIONAL CANCER CENTRES:
Red Deer, Grande Prairie, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat

COMMUNITY CANCER CENTRES:
Barrhead, Bonnyville, Bow Valley, Camrose, 
Drayton Valley, Drumheller, Fort McMurray, High 
River, Hinton, Lloydminster, Peace River

experience, from blanket warmers, to comfortable chemo chairs, to patient 
navigators. From prevention to survivorship, we support patients and families 
every step of the way. Here are some of the ways you are making life better 
for Albertans facing cancer.
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Kristi  
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I cried tears of 
joy. It allowed 
me to give voice 
to my feelings... 
I found beauty 
again in a life 
that didn’t feel 
beautiful.
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COUNTLESS 
MEMORIES MADE 
The impact this program 
has on patients and 
families is almost infinite.

24



Improve
Quality of Life

Reduce
Cancer Risk

Diagnose
Earlier

Treat More

Making Life Better 
for Albertans 

Facing Cancer

OUR PRIORITIES
Selecting 

Our 
InvestmentsActive 

Management, 
Evaluation, 
and Donor 

Updates

Patients
Researchers
Caregivers

The Foundation
Align Donor Interests

and Strategic Priorities 

Philanthropists 
Make Meaningful

Investments 

• Clear line of sight 
 to patient

• Leverage

• Measurable 
 Impact

Criteria

Managing Our Investments 

Generating 
Impact Ideas

$100
  million

Invested over the last 
five years, making the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation 
the largest non‑government 
investor of cancer 
research in Alberta. 

THE ART OF HEALING
Even though you are finished cancer 
treatment, your experience isn’t over. 
That’s when I really needed support. 

I fought to live. But then I struggled 
putting the pieces together, facing 
so many emotions. I tried painting, 
dancing, yoga, quilting. Then I learned 
about Japanese weaving. 

When I sat down to weave, I felt like it 
was the first thing that made me happy 
in years. I cried tears of joy. It allowed 
me to give voice to my feelings. If I felt 
sadness, I could weave it out. There are 
no mistakes. I found beauty again in a 
life that didn’t feel beautiful.

I weave with intention and am now 
able to savour life’s moments.

Weaving brought me happiness 
again—my new normal.

It saved my emotional life.

Healing Across 
the Province

Focused on Outcomes

The Healing Arts Program helps patients and 
families find creative expression to confront the 
many complex feelings that come with a diagnosis 
of cancer. Programs available include art therapy, 
expressive and spontaneous painting, hand 
drumming, laughter yoga, origami making and 
other creative outlets.

T here is a lot of uncertainty that comes with a cancer diagnosis. Thanks to you, a provincial 
program is giving patients and families a respite from their disease ‑ through art.

O ur vision, mission and values are the key drivers for all that we do. We identify, select, and manage 
investments using a rigorous process incorporating expert recommendations and defined investment principles.
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Invested by the 
Alberta Cancer 
Foundation into 
Alberta’s Healing 
Arts Program.

$1
 million
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S For every Albertan who hears the 
words, “you have cancer,” we offer 
three in return, “we will help.”

As you have seen in this report, we have been busy 
making strategic investments in research, prevention, 
screening and enhanced care. And we won’t invest 
donor dollars unless there is a direct line of sight to 
patients with cancer. 

For us, there is a sense of urgency, and we are driven 
by a singular goal ‑ to save lives by speeding up the 
pace of discovery and helping that innovation reach 
the heathcare system. 

This is how we make life‑changing investments. This 
how we are saving more lives. And this is how we are 
giving more moments to Albertans facing cancer. 

W hen we say that we stand alongside every Albertan who hears those fateful words, 
we mean it. From the outside, we may look like a charity. But we don’t think of ourselves that way at all. 
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See how your 
investment created 
more moments 
in Kristi’s life.



Check our website for a digital version  
of this 2015 Annual Report

albertacancer.ca


